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;if;gfﬂ?‘e;;ﬁ:d form: | The outbreak of the Corona epidemic has left various effects on the economic situation of the
4 May 2024 world, especially the local economy and among them the rural economy. Therefore, the economy
Accepted: of the villages in the outskirts of Tehran metropolis has also been affected by the effects of this
5 July 2024 epidemic and will see changes in the future. Considering the multi-functional role of the villages
Published online: of Ray County in providing food security for the citizens of Tehran metropolis, development
1 January 2025 policies in the post-corona era in such spaces should focus on sustainable development and

livelihood goals. Also, in order to achieve the goals of sustainable development and economic
resilience in this area, it is necessary to compile scenarios for the rural economy in the post-corona
era in order to form the basis for strategic decision-making in the future in this field. Based on the
obtained results, the most important drivers and key factors affecting the rural economy in the
studied area in order of importance; Marginalization, commodification of land, destruction of
agricultural land, reduction of investment in the agricultural sector, diversification of economic

Keywords: activities, increase in urban sprawl, increase in inflation, reduction of labor force and the
Scenario planning, occurrence of Corona epidemic. Finally, based on these drivers, three scenarios were drawn for the
Post-covid19 era, economy of the villages in the central part of Ray County in the post- covid19 era outbreak,
Rural economy, including the optimistic scenario, the continuation of the existing trend, and the disaster scenario;
Tehran metropolis, With this rationale, by illustrating these scenarios, a suitable platform for decision-making and

Central district of Ray sustainable future planning will be provided in the field of facing wild cards such as the Corona
county. disease, in the scope of the study.
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1. Introduction

On January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of the new coronavirus a public
health emergency, which is a threat to the whole world. On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization
declared the outbreak a pandemic. Beyond the immediate shock to the health and health systems, the Corona
epidemic has significant consequences on the energy, economy and environment of countries. This impact on
the mentioned cases is much greater in developing countries for various reasons. Therefore, the economy of
Iran, including the local economy and especially the rural economy, has been affected by the effects of this
epidemic and will see changes in the future. Considering the multi-functional role of the villages of Ray County
in providing food security for the citizens of Tehran metropolis, the development policies in the post-corona era
in such spaces should focus on the goals of sustainable development and livelihood. Also, in order to achieve
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the goals of sustainable development and economic resilience in this area, it is necessary to compile scenarios
for the rural economy in the post-corona era in order to form the basis for strategic decision-making in the
future in this field.

2. Methods and Material

The current research was carried out with the aim of "presenting alternative images of the future of the
economy of the peripheral villages of Tehran metropolitan (the central part of Ray county) in the post-corona
era and within the framework of regional foresight and scenario planning™. This research is practical in terms of
purpose and mixed (qualitative and quantitative) in terms of nature and method. In the qualitative method, in
order to identify the driving forces and uncertainties from the Delphi technique and the panel of experts, and in
the quantitative method from the researcher-made questionnaire (in order to prioritize and score the driving
forces affecting the economy of the villages in the central part of Ray County in the post-corona era and The
analysis of the cross effects of these factors has been used in Micmac software. The statistical population and
participants in this research include 34 local and academic experts. In this research, "gradual purposeful”
sampling method was used. Finally, according to the existing realities of the studied villages in the post-corona
era and avoiding "reductionism", using documentary studies and experts' views, 48 primary key factors
affecting the changes in the economy of the villages in the central part of Ray County in the post-corona era at
three local levels, regional, national and global, in order to draw the space of future scenarios of the rural
economy of the studied area have been identified.

3. Results and Discussion

Based on the results obtained from the structural analysis in Micmac software, among the 48 factors examined
in this research, according to the ranks obtained from the direct and indirect influence of the variables, 9 key
factors were selected as effective drivers for the transformation of the economy of the villages in the central
part of Ray County in the post-corona era, which are: 1- marginalization; 2-commodification of land; 3-
Destruction of agricultural lands; 4- Reduction of investment in the agricultural sector; 5- diversification of
economic activities; 6- increasing urban sprawl and horizontal growth of Tehran metropolis; 7- Inflation
increase 8- Labor force reduction 9- Corona epidemic. These 9 drivers will outline the logic of the future
scenarios of the rural economy of the study area; but when we pay attention to these drivers, we cannot say for
sure what the future of each of them will be like in the long run; In fact, there is uncertainty in all these drivers.

4. Conclusion

Considering the service and multi-functional role of the villages in the central part of Ray County in providing
food security for the citizens of Tehran metropolis and the changes and transformations that have occurred in
the economy of these spaces after the spread of the corona virus in the country, the present research aims to
"provide alternative images of the future of the economy of the villages of Tehran metropolitan (central part of
Ray County) has been done in the post-corona era and within the framework of "scenario” method. In a
summary of the results, it can be said that the state of the distribution and distribution of the variables affecting
the reconstruction of the economy of the villages of Ray County in the post-corona era in the distribution
screen of the variables in the Micmac software indicates the instability of the system, so that most of the
variables are scattered around the diagonal axis of the screen. In fact, the transition from a production-based
economy to a consumption-based economy has been one of the most important characteristics of these spaces
after the spread of the Corona virus. Finally, with the help of experts' opinions and scenario planning method,
after classifying the driving forces based on importance and uncertainty, three scenarios were drawn for the
economy of the villages in the central part of Ray County in the post-corona era, including the optimistic
scenario, the continuation of the existing trend, and the worst scenario ; With this rationale, by illustrating these
scenarios, a suitable vision for making appropriate decisions in the face of such as the corona disease will be
provided in the study area.

Keywords: Scenario planning, Post-corona, Rural economy, Tehran metropolitan, Central part of Ray county.
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