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1. Introduction

Today, villagers are facing problems such as unemployment, low agricultural productivity, increasing
migration to cities and marginalization, empowering them in the development of creative rural tourism can be
effective in solving these problems. Empowering the villagers in line with the development of rural tourism
with economic diversification has an undeniable ability to influence the sustainable livelihood of the villagers
and solve the problem of rural poverty. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to investigate and explain the
effects of empowering rural households on creative tourism in the rural areas of Shahrood. The villages of
Shahrood city have many potentials in carrying out tourism activities, which due to the diverse natural
potentials and human capacities that exist in these villages, the villagers can take advantage of appropriate
training. Capability and appropriate communication within the group, form appropriate social movements for
activities in the field of rural tourism, in addition to participation, management, institutional synergy, training
and capacity building, as well as innovative use of village resources and facilities, job opportunities. to provide
a new way to improve self-esteem, gain social prestige and mental empowerment, with social interaction and
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participation to achieve social empowerment, and finally to achieve economic empowerment by creating
income and developing individual skills.

2. Methods and Material

The current research is a survey in terms of practical purpose and in terms of the generalizability of the
findings. The statistical population of the research of the villagers of Shahrood city was 1400 based on the
population and housing census, and based on the Kochran formula, out of 13401 households from 7 villages,
363 households were obtained as a research sample. Based on the number of households in each village and
using the stratified sampling method, the number of samples in each village was calculated. The questionnaire
created by the researcher was randomly distributed among the members of the statistical society and according
to availability among the households.

In the current research, the indicators used to empower the five components of education and awareness, skill
and development of human resources, finance and investment, competence and individual independence, and
institutionalism and organization. Also, creative tourism indicators that have been used include environment,
process, product and creative class.

3. Results and Discussion

The analysis of the findings showed that the ability variable of rural households has a direct effect on the
variable of creative tourism and a significant relationship is observed between them. The coefficient of the path
between the creative tourism variable and the ability of rural households was observed (Y'=0.90 and t = 12.19).
According to the reported value of fit indices in the table above, it can be seen that the structural equation
model of the research variables has a suitable and acceptable fit. Therefore, based on the adjusted model of the
research, it can be said that the structure used to investigate the relationship between creative tourism and the
capabilities of rural households shows an acceptable compatibility. It can also be said that the data are
consistent with the proposed model and the presented indices indicate that the proposed model has the required
ability to explain the variables and is a desirable model in terms of the total fit indices.

4. Conclusion

The findings of the research regarding the structural model of the research also indicate that the research tool
had good trust and reliability. Also, the variable of empowerment has a direct effect on the variable of creative
tourism, and a significant relationship is observed between them. Also, education and awareness and
institutionalism and organization have the greatest impact on creative tourism. The results of the current
research show that the five dimensions of empowerment with a coefficient of 0.90 have a positive and
significant effect on creative tourism and have the highest coefficient among the dimensions of the creative
environment. According to the reported value of the index It was also determined that the structural equation
model of the research variables has a suitable and acceptable fit and the overall structure of the research is
approved, so based on the fitted model of the research, it can be said that the components used in the research
based on Previous studies were collected, they have the ability to estimate the structural effects of empowering
villagers on creative tourism, and all dimensions of creative tourism have a causal relationship with the
empowerment variable.

Keywords: Creative tourism, Empowerment, Rural development, Rural households, Shahrood city.
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