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Received in revised form: : Political organization, as the process of dividing territory, is undertaken by the government with limited
3 January 2024 borders to control and administer the country through divisions. Governments require a political
Accepted: division of space to effectively manage the territory, facilitate service delivery, promote development,
6 February 2024 and achieve spatial justice within the country. Country divisions in Iran have historical roots. In recent
Published online: years, driven by political motives and development needs, there has been an increase in demands for
24 August 2024 new country divisions, taking the form of promotion, annexation, and abstraction. Lorestan province,

located in the western part of the country, is recognized as one of the less developed and less affluent
provinces due to reasons such as the lack of coordinated distribution of facilities, services, and
resources. Country divisions in this province in 1991 included 6 townships, 20 districts, and 80 villages,
which increased to 11 townships, 31 districts, and 87 villages in 2016. A trend that indicates that over
the past 25 years, the levels of country divisions in the province have shown a greater tendency to
improve. The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method and an applied nature, employing the
VIKOR technique within the framework of the Spatial Justice approach, aims to examine how political
divisions of space impact spatial justice in Lorestan province. Accordingly, this article seeks to answer
questions such as: What effect has country division in Lorestan province had on its spatial justice? Has
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spatial justice status in 50% of the townships in the province in 1991 was much lower than the
e provincial average, and in 2016, this figure encompassed 63% of the townships in the province.
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Balanced development, improving the status of the spatial justice index and the equitable distribution of health, economic, and
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1. Introduction

County divisions, as one of the most important tools for spatial management and organization, provide a
fundamental platform for achieving spatial justice/equality in different regions of a country. Lorestan Province
is considered as one of the less developed and disadvantaged regions due to its uneven distribution of facilities,
services and resources. A review of the history of county divisions in Lorestan over a 25-year period shows that
the number of counties, districts, and sub-districts in the province has increased from 6, 20, and 80 in 1991 to
11, 31, and 87 in 2016, respectively. This trend indicates that 5 counties, 11 districts, and 7 sub-districts were
added to the previous administrative structure during this period. Since the upgrading of county divisions is
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considered essential for balanced development and spatial justice, this paper investigates the impact of county
divisions in Lorestan Province on the province's spatial justice status in terms of health, economic, and
infrastructure components in two time periods: 1991 and 2016.

2. Methods and Material

This article, with an applied nature in terms of descriptive-analytical methodology, based on library and
documentary studies of valid and available statistics, explains the effect of political divisions of space on
spatial justice in Lorestan province. In library studies, by referring to the existing records, the background of
the research, the definitions of the main concepts, the theoretical framework of the article and the identification
of the components that affect the political divisions of space and spatial justice have been discussed. In the
documentary studies, the statistics related to the dimensions and indicators of spatial justice of each of the cities
studied in the years 1991-2016 were extracted from the provincial statistics and, in the form of the VIKOR
model, the ranking of each of the municipalities of the province was determined in two stages. And finally,
based on the obtained results, the effect of political division of space on spatial justice in Lorestan province was
explained.

3. Results and Discussion

The results and data analysis show that the situation of spatial justice in the cities of Lorestan province did not
improve during the years 1991-2016, and in some cases even worsened. Specifically, in 1991, 50% of the
townships of the province were in an unfavorable situation in terms of the spatial justice index, and this ratio
increased to 63% in 2016. This statistic shows that the increase in land divisions and the creation of new
townships not only did not lead to a fairer distribution of facilities and services, but also exacerbated
inequalities. In particular, the distribution of health, economic and physical infrastructure components remain
inequitable and some areas are still deprived of access to these facilities.

4. Conclusion

After determining the state of the province in the two desired periods in the triple components in the framework
of comparing the state of spatial justice of the townships of Lorestan province, the results of this research
indicate that the improvement of the levels of national divisions of Lorestan province has no effect on the state
of spatial justice of Lorestan. The fact is that spatial justice, as a situation produced as a result of the impact and
influence of various processes, is one of these measures to measure the performance of political divisions of
space. Country divisions, as the most important tool for the political organization of space in the internal
territory of countries, play an important role in achieving spatial/geographical justice and balanced
development. Considering the current state of land divisions in Lorestan Province and the ruling model, it is not
responsive to political/administrative needs and is not suitable in terms of service delivery and development.
Keywords: Political organization of space, Spatial justice, Divisions of the country, Balanced development,
Lorestan.
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