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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The natural environment of the villages of Gilan, as one of the most important natural environments in the north of
Iran seems reached in a critical situation. The destructive situation of the ecosystem in these areas is affected by a
set of factors that arise from the special social conditions of this rural society, of which management factors are
one of them. The fact is that the protection or degradation of natural resources is directly related to human
behavior and this is a reflection of the behavioral culture of the society. Therefore, changing the behavioral culture
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or, more precisely, the culture of society's actions towards the environment is necessary. Culturalization is
considered one of the most important pillars of natural environment sustainability. In this context, the role of
management factors in the promotion or decline of environmental behavior can be determinative. In the villages of
Iran, at present, rural municipality is one of the main structures of modern rural management, which play an
influential role in improving the natural environment, including promoting cultural patterns of protective behavior.
One of the reasons for the environmental degradation of villages is due to the situation, conditions and challenges
of the local management of the rural municipality organization. The purpose of this research is to investigate the
environmental culturalization activities of the rural municipality organization and the obstacles it faces in this
field. Therefore, this general question is raised, what are the effects of rural municipality's environmental
culturalization activities at the level of the investigated society? Is Rural Municipality successful in environmental
culturalization of villagers? What obstacles, challenges and limitations does Rural Municipality face in the field of
environmental culturalization of villagers?

2. Methods and Material

The method of this research is qualitative and of the directed deductive type, based on which, the modified
concept "Environmental Culturalization™ derived from the concept of culture underlying Inglehart's theory of
material/post-material values is considered as the conceptual framework of this research. This research was done
in the rural areas of Talesh, Rezvanshahr and Masal located in the west of Gilan province. The study population of

this research includes 43 villagers and experts. According to the nature of this qualitative research, the sampling

method was non-probability and purposeful sampling. The criterion of sampling volume was theoretical
saturation. Semi-structured interview was the data collection tool. The interviews took place in the spring and

summer of 2021. Qualitative content analysis was used to analyze the data. The analysis process took place during

the description of codes and categories and subcategories related to each one. The credibility of the findings of the
present research was obtained by two methods of selective credibility and credibility evaluation by
communication method.

3. Results and Discussion

The findings, in addition to showing the practical actions of the rural municipality organization in the field of
natural and physical environment in order to improve the environmental condition of the researched villages, also
point to the challenges facing the said organization in order to create cultural contexts for environmental
protection among the villagers. According to Inglehart's theory, agents at the social-local level have the
opportunities to create and promote behavioral culture patterns of environmental protection, but based on the
findings, in the reality of rural society, it was observed that this management sub-organization faces structural,
occupational and executive limitations. The results of this survey showed that the field of activity of rural
municipality is focused on waste management, education is limited to the separation of waste from the source, and
the participation of villagers in this field was also insignificant. Rural Municipality, as a local management

institution at the village level, has not been successful in developing environmental culture of villagers due to
structural and management challenges. The limited activities of Rural Municipality have not necessarily led to
Environmental Culturalization, because in this local organization, centralization of duties in the form of
bureaucracy and duties description is evident. The entry of this organization has raised the expectations of the

villagers to see that it is the government that should enter to solve any problem. Because the resources are at the
hand of the government and so on. This shows the distrust and lack of collective spirit of participation to preserve
nature among the villagers.

4. Conclusion
In general, the results of this reesearch indicate that in the studied rural areas, the Rural Municipalities has not
been successful in the field of Environmental Culturalization of the villagers. As a result, the theoretical
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proposition resulting from the sum of these findings is compiled as follows: "In rural areas, a set of socio-
structural barriers; Organizational, economic-infrastructural and cognitive-cultural along with the geographical
location of the villages are known as the major challenges of the rural municipality institution to promote the
culture of environmental protection. Therefore, at the level of local management, the lack of an integrated and
sustainable management system in the field of promoting the behavioral culture of environmental protection is a
social issue.

Keywords: Environmental culturalization, Rural municipality, Qualitative content analysis, Villages of the west
of Gilan.
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