3

University of
Sistan and Baluchestan

PN

Geography and Development 3@;\

Print ISSN: 1735 - 0735

Online ISSN: 2676-7791

Homepage: https://gdij.usb.ac.ir

Determining the Cultural and Social Drivers in Attracting the Creative
Class and Investors in Metropolises of Iran (Case study: Mashhad)

Rostam Saberifar

Associate Professor of Geography and Urban Planning, Payam Noor University, Tehran, Iran
P4 E-mail: r_saberifar@pnu.ac.ir

How to Cite: Saberifar, R. (2023). Determining the Cultural and Social Drivers in Attracting the Creative Class
and Investors in Metropolises of Iran (Case study: Mashhad). Geography and Development, 21 (72), 1-25.

- [SJE http://dx.doi.org/10.22111/GD1J.2023.7659

Received:

2 March 2023

Received in revised form:
19 March 2023
Accepted:

6 May 2023

Published online:

10 September 2023

Keywords:
Culture,

Creative class,
Key factors,
Micmac,
Mashhad.

ABSTRACT

One of the main factors in increasing income and employment, as the most important pillar of
livable cities, is attracting the creative class and investors. Implementing innovative plans and
making basic investments in line with sustainable development requires many conditions and
fields, one of the most important of which is the availability of cultural and social fields. But so
far, this field and categories have been less in the focus of attention. For this purpose, in this study,
an attempt was made to take into account the role and position of culture and social contexts in
attracting investors to the city of Mashhad by using the descriptive-analytical method. For this
purpose, emphasis was mainly placed on the main drivers of this field. To reach this goal, the
required information was collected from library and field sources. In the field part, the research
sample included 30 qualified people in this field, who were selected by purposeful sampling.
Micmac software was also used for data analysis. The results showed that the factors that
influence the attraction of the creative class and investors and the increase of targeted investments
in the city of Mashhad are: Investment in research and development, laws and regulations, number
of resident foreigners, information and communication technology, appropriate financing, flight
destinations and active airlines, rate of invention and innovation, level of literacy and education,
performance evaluation and reward system, financial policies, flexible financial systems, scientific
and technical exchanges and interaction between university and industry.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the main factors of increasing income and
employment, as the most vital pillar of livable
cities, is attracting the creative and investor class.
Implementing innovative plans and making
substantial investments in line with sustainable
development requires many conditions and
contexts, including the availability of cultural and
social grounds. Thus, in the current world, all
economic, social, and industrial developments are
manifested in the cultural symbols of cities,
determining the position of such metropolises in the
economic and commercial exchanges worldwide.
These centers are now introduced as multi-role

cultural complexes, constantly improving their
position compared to their counterparts. However,
in the third world in general and Iran in particular,
none of the cities, even the metropolises with the
most unique cultural and social capabilities, have
been able to be integrated into this group. This is
probably why there are no names of Iranian cities
among the top 40 cities listed in the "Global City
Power Index (GPCI)" database. These conditions
are more challenging for the Mashhad metropolis,
which is claimed to be the second religious
metropolis in the world and held the title of the
cultural capital of the Islamic world for some time.
Hence, this studysought to answer this basic
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question: What are the basic drivers that can turn
Mashhad into one of the main centers of capital
attraction and development in the field of culture,
and to which of these fields should the main
priorities be assigned?

2. Methods and Material

This study is descriptive and analytical and is
considered practical in terms of its purpose. Two
library and field methods were used to collect the
required information. The former wused the
environmental survey method to illustrate the
theoretical foundations and the background of the
subject and collectcultural dimensions and
indicators. Hence, first of all, the research
conducted so far was reviewed and analyzed to
calculate the indicators and components used. The
field section was carried out using a survey of
experts in city and urban planning, geography,
sociology, and economics to evaluate the
applicability of the indicators extracted in the city
of Mashhadthrough the Delphi method. A
researcher-made questionnaire, whose validity and
reliability were confirmed using the opinions of the
experts participating in the research and calculating
the Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.83, was used
to collect research data. Mik-Mak software was also
used for data analysis.

3. Results and Discussion

Classification of factors and variables showed that
four types of variables (influential, two-way,
influenced, and independent) could be identified
and classified in this study, revealing instability of
the system formed in this field. Since the main goal
of the current research was to determine the key
factors of direct and indirect effects on the
attraction of the creative class and investors, and
since variables with direct effects have the highest
impact on achieving goals, an attempt was made to
determine variables with high influence and
bimodal variables using software capabilities. These
variables are important and valuable because they
have a very high determining power and mainly
determine the behavior of the system in the long
term. Thus, if these variables are determined
correctly, it will be possible to reach the
predetermined goals easily. According to the final

results, the factors that influence the attraction of
the creative class and investors and the increase of
targeted investments in the city of Mashhad include
investment in research and development, terms and
conditions, number of resident foreigners,
information and communication technology,
appropriate financing, flight destinations and active
airlines, rate of invention and innovation, level of
literacy and education, performance evaluation and
reward system, financial policies, flexible financial
systems, scientific exchanges and technical
development, and interaction between university
and industry.

4. Conclusion

The results extracted from Mic-Mac software
showed that among the 71 factors influencing the
attraction of the creative class and investors to
Mashhad, 13 were more effective. For example, the
prosperity of the information and communication
technology sector can attract the creative class and
investors. Another basic finding of this study was
that the more innovations and inventions are
registered in the region, the higher the presence and
concentration of the creative class and investors will
be in that area. Another important finding of this
study showed that the greater the cooperation and
interaction of the academic community with
factories and industrial centers, the greater the
concentration of the creative class and risky
investments. This research found that the financial
and credit support of the government and local
institutions are effective in encouraging and
persuading the creative class and the main
investors. Thus, it can be said that a region should
provide the grounds for the presence and activities
of the creative and investor class to have the highest
investments, as well as creative and innovative
projects. Undoubtedly, there are many components
and factors involved in this relationship, one of the
most important of which is cultural and social
contexts. This set of conditions provides the
possibility of a comfortable and high-quality life,
ensuring people that they have access to all the
factors of well-being when settling in a city or
region and starting their work.

Keywords: Culture, Creative class, Key factors,
Micmac, Mashhad.
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