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ABSTRACT

Tourism is one of the most dynamic economic activities of the present era, which plays an important
role in sustainable development. Cultural tourism is one of the types of tourism that covers a wide
range of tourists that deserves a great attention due to its important role in preserving the culture and
history of different communities. ldentifying opportunities and windows of entrepreneurial
opportunity in the field of cultural tourism can empower start-ups and companies to develop the
industry, create many jobs and businesses, and reduce the unemployment rate to some extent. Also,
addressing the issue of entrepreneurship, especially in the field of cultural tourism, can open a
window of opportunity to unemployed youth, indicating the importance of addressing this issue.
Accordingly, the present study is an attempt to identify the factors affecting the creation of cultural
tourism entrepreneurship opportunities in Iran. The research method is mixed exploratory (qualitative
and quantitative). The statistical population of the research is experts. In the quantitative section, the
statistical population includes experts in tourism offices and entrepreneurship area. The research
instrument is a semi-structured interview and a researcher-made questionnaire. The research
reliability is investigated and the reliability of the questionnaire is confirmed using Cronbach's alpha
coefficient. The statistical method in the quantitative stage is a confirmatory factor analysis in PLS
software, a single-sample T-test, and Friedman in SPSS software. The research findings show that
financial factors with average rank of 3.62, infrastructure (3.44), cultural (3.29), economic (3.12),
marketing (2.72), educational (2.46), legal-administrative (2.37), and social (2.18) factors are
effective in creating cultural tourism opportunities. Therefore, if tourism opportunities are available as
an entrepreneurial and employment source, the development and settlement of the country's provinces
will be created. Material assistance to entrepreneurial people, allocating sufficient credit and budget to
research projects, private sector investment incentive plans, and financial assistance to the
development of accommodation, hospitality, and infrastructure development, including policy
recommendations in the financial field. Creating opportunities for cultural tourism can be.
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addressing this issue. Therefore, the question that
arises here is what factors are effective in creating a
window of opportunity for cultural tourism in Iran?

2. Method and Material

In this research, a mixed research method has been
used. The statistical population of the present study
in the qualitative section includes 18 professors,
managers and entrepreneurs in the field of tourism
of Iran, selected by snowball sampling method. In
the second part of the study, 384 specialists and
experts in the field of tourism and entrepreneurship
are selected using Morgan table. The research
instrument is a semi-structured interview and a
researcher-made questionnaire. The questionnaire is
validated through face and content validity. Its
reliability is also confirmed by Cronbach's alpha
coefficient, turning out to be 0.969. The statistical
method in the quantitative stage is a confirmatory
factor analysis in PLS software, and a single-sample
T-test and Friedman in SPSS software.

3. Results and Discussion

In the qualitative stage, the researcher is able to
identify key categories after analyzing the text of
the interview. After analyzing the interviews and
examining its scope, developing concepts and
categories and achieving theoretical saturation is on
the agenda. After theoretical saturation and
cessation of the interview process, the final
refinement and comparison is performed, all of
which are eventually coded. In the last stage of
coding, the researcher strengthens the concepts
according to the previous steps. In total, there are
111 key points that are the source of the open
source coding, of which 8 main categories and 21
sub-categories are extracted. ldentified central
categories include educational factors, economic
factors, marketing factors, cultural factors, financial
factors, social factors, infrastructure factors, and
legal and administrative factors. After examining
these factors through a single t-test, it is found that
all factors have a significant level less than 0.05,
and on the other hand, the average of the factors are
all greater than 3. Therefore, it can be said that the
identified factors are effective in creating a window
of opportunity for Iranian cultural tourism. The
structural model of the identified factors also confirm
the identified factors as the factors that create the
window of opportunity for entrepreneurship in
Iranian cultural tourism. In addition to the single-

sample t-test, the Friedman ranking test is used to
prioritize the factors of creating a window of cultural
tourism in Iran and evaluate the effectiveness of each
of them. Since the significance level is equal to
0.001, which is less than 0.05 of the standard error,
there is a significant difference between the
effectiveness of the factors that create the window of
tourism opportunity in Iran. It is such that financial
factors, infrastructural factors, and cultural factors are
the first, second and third priority with impact
coefficients of 0.820, 0.789, and 0.780, respectively.

4. Conclusion

According to the results, the most important factors
affecting the creation of the window of opportunity
for entrepreneurship in cultural tourism in Iran are
financial factors. According to the value of standard
coefficient  (0.820), determination coefficient
(11.465), and the average rank (3.62) in the
Friedman test for this factor, it can be said that
financial factor is the most important factor
influencing the creation of the window of
opportunity of the entrepreneurship of Iranian
cultural tourism. This result is consistent with the
research of Davari et al. (2016) and Kahrobayi
(2016). Another important and influential factor is
the infrastructural factors that provide the ground
for creating a window of opportunity for Iranian
tourism entrepreneurship. This factor is ranked
second among the influential factors with the value
of standard coefficient of 0.789, determination
coefficient of 10.436, and the average rank of 3.44
in Friedman test. This result is consistent with the
researches of Safari and Mohammad Mirzaei
Bafghi (2014), Sojasi Qeidari et al. (2014),
Kahrobayi (2016), and Nik Raftar and Nosratifar
(2017). The cultural factor is the third factor
influencing the creation of the Iranian Tourism
Entrepreneurship  Opportunity Window with a
standard coefficient of 0.870, determination
coefficient of 10.298, and the average rank of 3.29
in the Friedman test. This result is consistent with
the research of Belinda Locke and Verney (2006)
and Davari et al. (2017). Economic, marketing,
educational, legal-administrative, and social factors
are the fourth to eighth influential factors in
creating an entrepreneurship opportunity window,
respectively. This result is in line with the results of
Abbasi (2011), Ghanian et al. (2011), Karimzadeh
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et al. (2014), Safari and Mohammad Mirzaei Bafghi
(2014), Sojasi Qeidari et al. (2014), Mirvahedi and
Esfandiari (2016), Kahrobayi (2016), Mohammadi
Yeganeh et al. (2016), Abdollahi and Abbasi
(2016), Mahmoudzadeh and Arjmandian (2017),
Nik Raftar and Nosratifar (2017), and Davari et al.
(1396). It can be concluded that if tourism
opportunities are provided as an entrepreneurial and

development and prosperity of the provinces will be
created. Recognizing the discrepancies between the
status quo and the demands and expectations is an
opportunity for innovation that entrepreneurs can
use as an opportunity to start their own
entrepreneurial activities.

Keywords:Tourism, Cultural Tourism, Opportunity
Window, Entrepreneurship.
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