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ABSTRACT

Social entrepreneurship knowledge is critical for transforming the development of rural society and
can be a good ground for the development and empowerment of women in rural areas. This study
aims to analyze the factors affecting the entrepreneurship of rural women and present a paradigmatic
model of social entrepreneurship development of rural women in Varamin County. The research
method used in this research was qualitative, and among the conventional qualitative methods, the
Grounded theory method was used. Participants included 11 experts and women entrepreneurs who
were members of the Rural Micro Credit Fund of VVaramin County who were selected and studied
using the purposive sampling method. The primary way of data collection was semi-structured
interviews that continued until the theoretical saturation point was reached. MAXQDA 12 software
was used for data analysis and information processing. Internal validity of the research was measured
using professors' points of view and long observations, external validity was measured by describing
the obtained data, and the reliability of the study was measured by the triangulation method. The
results showed that the most important critical aspect in social entrepreneurship is the socio-cultural
aspect and then psychological aspect, economic aspect, environmental aspect, technology aspect and
legal-political aspect, respectively. The relationship between the influential factors and the
development of women's social entrepreneurship was presented in a paradigmatic model. A paradigm
model including the components of causal conditions, contextual conditions, intervening conditions,
interactive strategies and consequences for the development of social entrepreneurship of rural
women was presented.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Social entrepreneurship refers to innovative activities
with a social purpose in the field of profitability. In
other words, social entrepreneurship is the creation
and pursuit of opportunities for social change that
occur through innovative activities among economic
and social societies in a historical and cultural
context. The development of social entrepreneurship

among rural women leads to the creation of
innovative  businesses with adequate income
generation, social and economic progress in rural
areas and improves the quality of life of rural
women. Empowering women and mothers also
improves their social functioning and psychological
health. In other words, women's self-employment
leads to economic empowerment and reduces their
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dependence on men and support organizations and
prevents their wvulnerability. Varamin County is
located as a study area in Tehran province and
includes 77 villages. In recent years, issues such as
rising temperatures, declining groundwater resources,
the destruction of agricultural land, the formation of
salt marshes due to the drilling of illegal wells show
that the agricultural industry in this area as a source
of  primary income has faced  serious
challengesDespite the potential development of

social entrepreneurship for rural women in Varamin
County, this has not been done in reality and the
number of women entrepreneurs is still in the
minority compared to men. On the other hand, so far
no study has been conducted to investigate the
factors affecting the social entrepreneurship of rural
women in Varamin region and to provide a paradigm
model. Therefore, it is necessary to provide a model
for the development of social entrepreneurship for
rural women in Varamin.

2. Methods and Material

The general method of the present study is
qualitative, which has been done using the
fundamental theory method. The purpose of this

study is to present a model of social entrepreneurship
development for rural women in Varamin city with a
qualitative approach. In this study, a theoretical and

purposeful method was used to select the statistical
population and interviews with selected samples
were continued until the theoretical saturation stage.

After 11 interviews, the research team concluded that
theoretical saturation had been achieved. The

required data were collected through semi-structured
interviews and focus group discussions. In this
regard, focus group interviews were conducted with
the presence of experts. In order to make the

triangulation method reliable through data consensus,
researchers' consensus; and consensus methods
(using several different methods such as observation,
interview, documentation, questionnaire) were used.
External validity is also measured by a rich and
voluminous description of the data obtained in the
interview using the focus group method. In this
research, after collecting and categorizing the data in
the qualitative section, in order to analyze the data

and process the information, MAXQDA 12 software
has been performed.

3. Results and Discussion

The entrepreneurs studied were all women by
gender. In terms of age groups, most of them
(45.45%) were in the age group of 31-40 years and
(45.45%) were in the age group of 41-50 and 9.1%
were in the under-age group. In the first stage of open
coding, after merging and deleting duplicate codes
with a similar conceptual space, 118 open codes were
extracted. Following the open coding process, the
initial codes were refined after each interview and
due to the similarity and homogeneity with the other
discovered codes, they were placed in a broader
conceptual subset and this process was repeated over
and over again until after repeated refinements, the
original codes were organized as concepts. As a
result, out of a total of 118 initial open source code,
29 concepts were created. A total of 118 semantic or
conceptual phrases were extracted from 11
interviews, and the more one contextual factor (class
obtained), the more codes, as well as other sub-
aspects, it has been identified and identified more
clearly. Based on the analysis of the basic theory and
the application of the systematic technique, the
paradigmatic model of Strauss and Corbin was
placed. The paradigmatic and final model resulting
from this article, the causal, contextual,
interventional conditions, strategies and
consequences of social entrepreneurship are
presented. which can be used as a desirable model for
the development of social entrepreneurship of rural
women in Iran.

4. Conclusion
Women social entrepreneurs initially start with small
businesses and activities .They target issues that are

of local expression but of national and international
importance. For example, job creation, innovation,
encouraging other women as entrepreneurs, self-
reliance, etc. The combination of psychological,
social-cultural, environmental, political-legal,
economic, socio-cultural factors provides the growth
and development of rural women's social
entrepreneurship. The development of social
entrepreneurship is considered to build social capacity
and strengthen the social position of women in
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villages and overcome economic problems in rural
areas. According to experts and entrepreneurs, the
most important psychological aspects as causal
conditions in the development of social
entrepreneurship were creativity and family with a
frequency of 5. Social-cultural aspects as underlying

conditions for the development of rural women's
entrepreneurship are composed of 31 codes. The

most important of which are moral values with a

led to the development of social entrepreneurship in
rural women in Varamin. The level of awareness and

understanding of rural women about the environment
as socio-cultural components provides a platform for
starting and continuing entrepreneurial activities.

Although this process is affected by environmental
changes and prevailing economic conditions, which
if the use of policy strategies and the use of up-to-
date technology can lead to the emergence of

consequences such as women's empowerment in both
material and spiritual dimensions.

frequency of 6 and education with a frequency of 5.

Finally, after drawing the paradigm model of the
research, the following conceptual theory was
presented: Psychological factors such as the tendency
to innovate and risk-taking as causal conditions have

Keywords: Social entrepreneurship, Rural women,
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