B Geography and Development

University of
Sistan and Baluchestan

Print ISSN: 1735 - 0735 Online ISSN: 2676-7791

Homepage: https://gdij.usb.ac.ir

Assessment of Morphological Elements of Safe Public Realms
(a Case Study of Dohezar Neighborhood of Bandar Abbas)

Shahla EghtedarBakhtiyari®, Zahra Sadat Saeede Zarabadi®?, Hamid Majedi?

1. Ph.D Student of Urban Planning, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Tehran, Iran. E-mail: shahla.eghtedaril400@gmail.com

2. Associate Professor, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
< E-mail: z.zarabadi@srbiau.ac.ir

3. Professor, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran
E-mail: majedi@srbiau.ac.ir

How to Cite: Eghtedar Bakhtiyari, S; Saeede Zarabadi, Z; & Majedi, H. (2022). Assessment of Morphological Elements of
Safe Public Realms (a Case Study of Dohezar Neighborhood of Bandar Abbas).Geography and Development, 20(66),55-80.

[BIe]Ehttp://dx.doi.org/10.22111/J10.22111.2022.6723

Received: ABSTRACT

3 September 2021 . . . . . .
Received in revised Understanding the relationship between human settlement's spatial structure and residents' social
form: life is one of city researchers' major challenges. One of the most important spatial structures of a
31 October 2021 city is the public realm. Public realms are usually constructed for free usage of general society
Accepted - people. Everyone has the right to access and use public realms. A public place's public realms is a

place for social interactions and creates the city's social life, an important factor is the public
realm's security and how safe people feel in this space. It is no doubt that public realms would
lose their efficiency. The present research's method is descriptive-analytical and has a practical

5 December 2021
Published online:

15 January 2022 purpose. The general tool for data gathering consists of library studies and questionnaire
completion by the citizens of the Dohezar district. This questionnaire was designed proportional
to the information type and based on the Likert Scale. This research's statistical population
consists of Bandar Abbas Dohezar citizens, and the statistical sample consists of 376 residents

Keywords: that have been computed and chosen by the Cochran formula, and the questionnaire distribution

Morphol method is simple random sampling. Path analysis method and soft wares SPSS and AMOS were

pnology, : ; ; ; ; P
public Realms used in data analysis. T_he _results depict that the_most |qf|ugnt|al component on security is the
> movement and access indicator, and the least influential is access quality. Considering the

Urban Security, research results, five approaches of scale and spatial frame, movement and access network,

Path Analysis, environmental comfort, access quality, and activity and ground control caused security

Bandar Abbas City enhancement in the public realm.

Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan

© the Author(s).

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction
During recent years, cities have developed due to an

private spaces that are the platform for different
activities. In a comprehensive definition, it can be
stated that public fields are accessible locations

increase in urbanism and urban population, one of
the most important global changes. The
combination of functions and the cities’ common
functions are the key to identify the urban function.
One of the most important city functions is the
formation of public realms. The city’s physical
form includes constructions of public fields and

during the entire day that are the platform for social
interactions and sociability. The most important
factor that creates or lowers the quality of social
fields is the sense of safety and security in these
places. Public space is a social space that is
accessible to everybody regardless of gender, age,
economic class, or nationality. In a public space,
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there are no costs. Public spaces have three main
characteristics; they are responsive, democratic, and
meaningful. They are responsive in a way that they
must contain the activities and desires of the user.
Democratic tools must be of different social,
economic, and cultural fields and access to the
public with different physical conditions without
discrimination. The public space must ensure that
different desires and activities do not interfere.
These spaces are meaningful in a way that they
must make a relationship with humans, space, and
the world and with the social platform.

The goal of current research is to evaluate the effect
of the morphological component of public fields on
improvements of city safety in the Dohezar region
of Bandar-abbas city.

2. Data and Methodology

The method of current research is descriptive-
analytical. Its information is collected from library
studies through completing surveys. The validity
and reliability of the survey are confirmed via
Cronbach’s alpha. The statistical population are the
residents of Dohezar state in Bandarabbas city,
from which 376 persons were randomly sampled
using Cochran formula. The analysis of collected
data was performed using Pearson correlation
coefficient and they were modelled (structural
equations) using SPSS and AMOS softwares.

3. Discussion and Results

For investigation, identification, and analysis of the
path of variables on each other and responding to
goal and the main question of the research, the
structural equation modelling was used. This model
obtains the relationships between parameters using
regressioncoefficients and examinesthe parameters’
paths on each other.

The most important stage in statistical analysis is
assessing model fitness on data. Thus, before
conducting any causal relationships between
structures, model fitness on data must be confirmed.
In experts’ opinion, if three criteria of the research

criteria are in an appropriate state, the model has an
acceptable fitting. Thus, after examining the overall
indices of the research, it can be concluded that the
collected data properly supports the model. After
ensuring the appropriateness of the measurement, a
structural equation is prepared and executed in
AMOS after evaluating the results’ correctness.

The obtained results indicated the direct effect of
parameters on city safety. Based on the results for
scale parameters and space form (B=0.181,
P<0.050), the environmental comfort (f=0.187,
P<0.050), motion and access network (p=0.276,
P<0.050), access quality (B =0.131, P<0.050), and
land use and activities (f=0.260, P<0.050) on city
safety have a significant direct effect on city safety.
According to the results of path analysis, it can be
argued that the most important morphological
component of the public realm that has an effect on
an increased safety of Dohezar region of
Bandarabbas is motion and accessibility index with
a path coefficient of 0.280. The land use and
activities, with a path coefficient of 0.260, was the
second priority, the environmental comfort with a
path coeffieicnt of 0.190, scale and space form with
a path coefficient of 0.180, and accessibility quality
with a path coefficient of 0.130 were the next
priorities.

4. Conclusion

Based on the conducted researches, there is a direct
relationship  between safety and successful
performance of public realms. Public realms are
important parameters that can affect the satifaction
of citizens. In the current study, by considering the
indices that in some way led to the success of public
realms, we conclude that during urban planning and
design,to achieve a more human urban environment,

conditions must be in a way that all human groups
could be in public realms and to answer the question,
how morphological components of public realms
affect safety?, after taking into account the
significant positive relationship between independent
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parameters and dependent ones, we find that by
increasing each morphological indices of public
realms, city safety increases. Based on the reseach
findings, the most effective index on safety is motion
and accessibility network with subcriteria of
“continuity and permeability” and “transportation
service” and the lowest effectivity is for accessibility
quality with subcriterion of “pathway”. Based on
morphological reshearces, public realms seek to
improve safety in social fields via five approaches of
space form and scale, motion and accessibility
network, environmental comfort, accessibility
quality, and quality of land use and activities. The
research studies have shown that during recent years,
applying principlecs of urban planning and design for
improvement and perception of safety and
controlling social ills is of great concern.

Keywords: Morphology, Public Realms, Urban

Security, Path Analysis, Bandar Abbas City.
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