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The relationship between the city and crime is due to the fact that the characteristics of the city space can breed
specific crimes .According to the urban structure (morphology), while examining the process of city formation,
environmental factors related to crime and effective in crime prevention can be addressed and in addition to
identifying crime areas in cities, the impact of the role of urban density, crime distribution and effective factors
It has been proven today that the most effective plans and actions are those that are in harmony with nature and

It seems that urban design and urban spaces are very significant in this social disorder. The quality of urban
spaces ,population diversity, population density. can affect individuals® psychological and social health. The
design of urban spaces, the existence of worn-out and abandoned textures, etc. can exacerbate deviations in
general and the tendency towards drug addiction in particular. To this end, the present study is to investigate the
effect of urban spaces on the tendency towards drug addiction of citizens living in District 3 of Isfahan. The
present study is applied, and the snowball sampling

technique was used for selecting participants. A researcher-made questionnaire was developed for collecting
data. Moreover, seven indices (worn-out texture, abandoned buildings, incompatible jobs, parks and green
spaces, disturbing businesses, streets, passages and alleys, historical texture and cultural heritage) were selected
for assessment of the effect of urban spaces on the tendency towards drug-addiction. Employing the regression
and structural equation model (SEM), which is a combination of structural and factor analysis models, as well
as AMOS and SPSS software, it has been determined that green spaces and parks as well as their design and
positioning have the highest role in the tendency towards addiction among citizens. In the regression analysis,
0.219 of the variances of the variable of the tendency to the drugs due to this variable. Exhausted textures that is
more in this area than other areas plays an important role in the tendency to drug abuse and is an important
factor that explains 0.203 of the variance of dependent variable. The results of regression analysis show that the
variables affecting the research totally have been able to explain 0.631 of the variance of the dependent
variable. The municipality performance for designing and developing urban spaces and parks as well as
renovation and reconstruction of worn-out textures can be determinative in reducing social disorders in general
and the tendency towards drug addiction in particular.

Copyright©2022, Geography and Development. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
noncommercial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original

work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

he rapid growth of the urban
population causes many problems
for human and cities. Social
disorders and the increase in rate
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of crimes are some of those problems. Studies
indicate that urbanization and its problems have a
strong relationship with social disorders. The quality
of urban spaces, population diversity, population
density, etc. can affect individuals’ psychological and
social health. A lot of sociological and legal theories
have taken crimes as the result of the biological
environments and spaces and started to investigate
effects of the environment and urban spaces on
deviant behaviors. The existence of insecure spaces
with no certain identity and poor urban planning can
results in hazards for citizens in their social problems
one of which can be the tendency toward drug
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addiction. Metropolises have a special situation in
this regard. The present study is to study the City of
Isfahan as one of the important metropolises in Iran.
The results of different studies and statistics of the
police show that District 3 as one of the total 15
districts in Isfahan has a high share of urban issues.
Isfahan has 2280 hectares of urban worn-out texture
whose 13.7% is in District 3.

Among issues that residents of this district are faced
with is the gathering of addicts, tramps, and runaway
women in Shahid Rajaei Park. All those issues have
made the space of the district unfavorable. Improving
those spaces and identifying their challenges can
result in enhancement of quality of the environment
and urban spaces and consequently favorable effects

on citizens’ attitudes.

2. Methods and Material

The present study is applied. The two field research
and documentary research techniques were used for
collecting data so that in the field research
technique, a researcher-made questionnaire was
developed. With regard to the population of the
district, 300 copies of the questionnaire were
distributed among of its citizens based on Cochran
formula. The snowball sampling technique was
used for selecting participants. SPSS software and
regression model were employed for analyzing the
collected data.

3. Results and Discussion

The obtained results indicated that participants
consider the design and quality of the park and its
green space as having the highest role in urban
spaces. In addition, the index of worn-out texture
has a significant role in individuals’ tendency
towards drug addiction, Urban spaces as
independent variables have been able to affect the
variable by 0.631. The coefficient of determination
is 0.442, which indicates that the variables of urban
spaces justify 0.442 of the variance of material
orientation in citizens. The modified coefficient of
determination is 0.409, which is better to refer to
this case.

In the model of structural equations used to conduct
the research, the tendency to materials was affected
by the direct and indirect effects of the six variables
of urban spaces. It has not been meaningful. The
highest weight of regression in the structure model
is related to the hidden variable of parks and urban
green spaces with a weight of 0.41. And the lowest
weight is related to the hidden variable of
incompatible and annoying jobs with a weight of
0.11.

4. Conclusion

Identification and analysis of crime centers helps to
understand the set of factors and spatial, temporal
and social conditions that lead to their formation.
The results show that in the city of Isfahan and in
region 3, parks and urban spaces have the highest
impact They use drugs. Regarding the improvement
of spaces that cause such problems, and especially
parks, various measures can be taken, such as the
use of security forces and the closure of the park
during peak hours, including the possibility of
crime. The existence of the government gate park
and its special location and the internal conditions
of the park have created a safe situation for addicts,
which plays a decisive role in their tendency to
abuse drugs. Also, the existence of a lot of worn-out
tissues in this area, as there is about 13.7% of the
total worn-out tissues in this area, has had a great
impact on the tendency of people to consume
materials. Historic spaces in this area and lack of
institutions The issue has become even more
problematic, and if the heritage organization's
oversight of historic sites increases, it could be
somewhat fruitful.

Also, one of the good actions of Isfahan
Municipality in recent years is the integration of
technical and service jobs in special places. It seems
that a better situation will be created if some
incompatible jobs are collected from this area and
transferred to other specific places.

Keywords: Urban spaces, Tendency towards drug-
addiction, Citizens, Isfahan, District 3.
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