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In this study, the attitudes of individuals to development planning and their environmental
perceptions about the harms and consequences of programs in the rural community of the central
part of Varzegan county have been studied and analyzed. The research is applied in terms of

purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and method and with exploratory design
method, it has two methodological components .in phase One, using the qualitative method of
"guided introspection research”, the performance of the participating mind and thought was
observed and reported. Then, in the second phase, based on the results of the qualitative section,
the tool was developed using the SEM, using the PLS method. This study has 30 participants who
have been selected by snowball sampling. The results show that "non-participation of stakeholders
in development programs" along with "lack of proper foresight" are important factors in the
development of damages related to the development phase and "weak monitoring mechanisms" are
important factors in the emergence of damages in the implementation of development programs .
According to the prevailing view in development plans, the results show that despite significant
development and infrastructure activities in rural areas, development plans have not been able to
achieve the objectives .Inadequate use of technology and its inefficiency, lack of institutionalized
systematic participation due to poor design and application of an optimal model in this field,
inadequate establishment of conversion industries, and insufficient attention to rural tourism are
the most important consequences of rural development planning harms in the study area.

Copyright©2021, Geography and Development. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
noncommercial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original

work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

t seems that the lack of a native
intellectual base due to lack of
proper management and non-
participation of stakeholders in the
first stage of planning, continues all
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stages of planning to the detriment of rural
communities and causes problems in rural
communities as serious damage that With the
position of the village in the 5-year plans of
economic, social and cultural development and not
have different consequences. In view of what has
been said, in order to achieve convincing results, it
should be said that "analysis of rural society's
environmental perceptions of the harms of
development programs" and "drawing people's mind
maps and revealing their deep perceptions” require
contemplation,  thinking,  contemplation  and
reflection. The study of behavior and careful analysis
of perceptions and attitudes and thoughtful thinking)


https://dx.doi.org/10.22111/j10.22111.2021.6351

Autumn 2021, Vol 19, Num 64

Geography and Development L1 266

is important in the light of the "mixed research
method" in the rural community of the central part of
Varzeqan city.

2-Methods and Material

The present research is applied in terms of purpose
and terms of nature and method is descriptive-
analytical and in terms of the method used, it is
mixed (combined) with the method of “exploratory
design (tool development model)". Since the
research seeks to analyze the environmental
perceptions and behavior of rural communities about
the harms and consequences of development
programs, the operation is started by collecting
qualitative data and analysis in phase one and then
the ratio of this research in addition to at least two
methodological components (one qualitative and one
quantitative) Also has its own data collection and
analysis techniques. In this way, first, using the
method of "guided introspection research”, the
function of the participating mind and thought is
observed and reported, and in essence, the individual
reports his inner thoughts, feelings, and desires
about development plans, harms, and consequences.
Access to information and internal knowledge of the
participant is raised through itself MAXQDA
software has been used inductively (from part to
whole) in quality coding in this field.

3-Results and Discussion

In this research, the concepts extracted from the
results of introspection and their descriptions are
performed by MAXQDA in open coding and then the
central codes based on open codes are presented as
categories, themes and examples.

The results of guided introspection based on the
main problem and purpose of research on rural
development planning harms in 4 main themes and 6
sub-themes indicate the success of this method in
obtaining useful quality results. Due to the
sensitivity of the subject, because it was aimed at
recognizing the perceptions and unveiling the mental
image of the participants, it has somehow achieved
the main concepts of behaviorism in this regard. In
this way, in addition to the external environment,

which is an objective environment, human decisions
and actions in the mental environment and their
mental perception of the environment about the
harms of programs are shown. The obtained
examples show that instead of economic rationality,
mental, perceptual and behavioral foundations in
explaining geographical phenomena are considered
in this discussion. It has a positive relationship in
providing desirable results.

- It should be said that as the results of the
qualitative discussion showed in the 5-year post-
revolutionary development plans, a clear definition
of the concept and idea of development as the main
goal of the program is not provided anywhere in the
program, especially in rural development. Also, the
delay and difference in presenting the economic
performance report and reflecting its effects, makes
the perception of rural and urban society different
from the problem due to this weakness of the
statistical structure.

-People's participation is the basis of social
development, while most of the views, methods and
strategies of rural development proposed to lack a
participatory attitude towards rural and rural
development and the role of human beings in such
programs has been small. Developing a program
without the participation of the people and using
indigenous experiences causes a general prescription
for the whole system, and on the other hand, the role
of future researchers and because of this, thinking
about the future in this type of planning is low.

- Due to the great difference between the nature of
the rural economy and its socio-cultural context, it
should be said that the share of employment and
rural economy of major rural credits is very small.
The weakness of regulatory mechanisms in the
implementation of development plans.

4-Conclusion

The obtained examples show that instead of
economic rationality, mental, perceptual, and
behavioral foundations have been considered in
explaining geographical phenomena in this
discussion. Subjective alternatives to other factors in
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decision making and each individual's perception of
the planning space have a positive relationship with
social class and their position as an elite and local
expert in providing the desired results.

The results show that during the life of planning in
Iran, various programs have been prepared and
implemented, each of which has been effective
theories. According to the prevailing view in
development programs, the results show that despite
significant development and infrastructure activities
in rural areas, development programs have not been
able to "reduce class gap between groups and strata
and the difference between quality of life in urban
and rural areas. "Agricultural income and
diversification of rural economic activities with
emphasis on the agricultural sector and the
development of infrastructure needed by the
agricultural sector in rural areas”, "Increasing
people's participation in the rural development
process”,"Balanced spatial distribution of investment
and welfare and infrastructure services "," Increasing
population retention " And "Improve the situation of
rural development management at the national,
regional and local levels" to play an effective and
significant role. Inadequate use of technology and its
inefficiency, lack of institutionalized systematic
participation due to poor design and application of
an optimal model in this field, inadequate
establishment of conversion industries and
insufficient attention to rural tourism are the most
important consequences of rural development
planning harms.

Keywords: Rural planning, Behavioral geography,
Introspection, Mixed method, Varzegan.
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