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ABSTRACT

One of the main duties of political geographers is to identify and analysis geographical phenomena
that affect political organization. One of the most important of these phenomena is centrifugal and
centripetal forces within countries. These forces often led to the disintegration of countries or the
political unification of political units. In west of Iran, Kermanshah province can play a key role in
this field; because strengthening centrifugal or centripetal activities in which can have a great
impact in western Iran and even neighboring provinces. Therefore, the analysis of distribution of
the forces in this province has been considered as a research issue of this research.

In this research, it has been used library method to collect data. Regarding data analysis, first
centripetal and centrifugal forces have been identified based on a conceptual framework composed
of the views of Hartshorne and Guttmann, and finally their distribution and intensity has been
analyzed by qualitative method (descriptive-analytical and hermeneutic).

The results show that along with the centripetal forces in Kermanshah province, factors of ethnic-
linguistic, religion and ethnic symbols have theoretically provided the context of activity of
centrifugal forces in this province and factors such as political thought and political-military
organization has practically formed centrifugal forces in parts of the province.

In general, the distribution of centripetal and centrifugal forces in the province is observed in three
forms: the western part of the province with relatively high centrifugation, the central and southern
regions with moderate centrifugation and the eastern region with relatively low centrifugation.

Copyright©2021, Geography and Development. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
noncommercial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original
work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

he theory of centrifugal and
centripetal forces is one of the most
important  theories of political
geography about the nation-state,
which first formulated by Richard
Hartshorne in the 1950s. According
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to him, there are always two categories of forces
within each territory that affect its integrity;
centripetal constructive forces and centrifugal
destructive forces. The stability of the integrity of a
territory depends on the domination of centripetal
forces over centrifugal forces; otherwise, that
territory must witness its collapse. According to
this, One of the main duties of political geographers
is to identify and analysis geographical phenomena
that affect political organization. One of the most
important of these phenomena is centrifugal and
centripetal forces within countries. These forces,
which exist in various forms within countries, have
often led to the disintegration of countries or the
political unification of political units. In west of
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Iran, Kermanshah province, due to its role and
importance, can play a key role in this field;
because strengthening centrifugal or centripetal
activities in which can have a great impact in
western Iran and even neighboring provinces.
Therefore, the analysis of distribution of the forces
in this province has been considered as a research
issue of this research.

2-Methods and Material

To conduct this research, a combined library and
field method has been used to collect data. For this
purpose, both real-time and cyberspace document
sources have been used, and since the author has
closely witnessed the rivalry and tension between
centrifugal and centripetal forces due to his location,
from his notes in This particular has been used. The
data are analyzed based on the conceptual framework
of the analysis, which is a combination of the views
of Richard Hartshorn and Jean Guttman and
ultimately a tool of spatial and qualitative hybrid
analysis.

3-Results and Discussion

The results show that along with the centripetal
forces in Kermanshah province, factors of ethnic-
linguistic, religion and ethnic symbols have
theoretically provided the context of activity of
centrifugal forces in this province and factors such as
political thought and political-military organization
has practically formed centrifugal forces in parts of
the province.

In general, the distribution of centripetal and
centrifugal forces in the province is observed in three
forms: the western part of the province with
relatively high centrifugation, the central and
southern regions with moderate centrifugation and
the eastern region with relatively low centrifugation.
These three areas almost correspond to the three
relatively distinct cultural areas of the province: The
western area, which is informally called Oramanat, in
addition to having an ethnic Kurdish identity, is also
a Sunni part of the province. The middle area, despite

having a Kurdish ethnic identity, is mostly Shiite and
some are followers of the Ahl- e Haqq sect. The
eastern area, which ethnically is predominantly Lak
and religiously like the central region, is mostly
Shiite and part of the Ahl- e Haqq sect.

4-Conclusion

The implementation of Richard Hartshorne's theory
theoretically shows that although the centripetal
forces in this province have a high weight, but the
amount of centrifugal activities is also significant.
Of the five indicators used, although only the
language and ethnicity index, which theoretically
has the potential to create centrifugal in the whole
province and can be a background for ethnic
regionalism in this province; But in practice,
ethnocentric activities with a political approach are
not equally visible in all three parts of the province,
and again their rate decreases from east to west.
Religion is the most important indicator of the
balance between centrifugal and centripetal forces
in this province; because the main core of the
population of the province in the eastern and middle
part is Shiite religion and only in Oramanat area the
religious difference is more. Regarding ethnic
symbols, although social symbols such as Kurdish
dance can be seen throughout the province,
especially in happiness, but the Kurdish clothing
symbol is more special and distinctive in the
Oramanat area. Also, based on some evidence in
this area, belief in Kurdish political symbols are
more in this area than other parts of the province;
Like the Kurdish flag and anthem. The combination
of different ethnic-religious identities has given rise
to two other indicators; political thought and
politico-military organization, in the area and in
practice, centrifugal activities are more visible.
Therefore, according to Guttmann's approach,
Kurdish ethnic symbols seem to have provided the
basis for a kind of ethnic-regional iconography and
this situation with the emergence of political ideas
has provided the circulation he intends through
militant parties and organizations that seek to
change the existing space and destabilize it.
Keyword: Centripetal force, Centrifugal force,
Kermanshah, Richard Hartshorne, Jean Guttmann.
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