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ABSTRACT

Received:01/07/2019 | The research is a study on rural areas of Bamposht district from Saravan County in Sistan and
Accepted :15/12/2019 | Baluchestan province and assesses the impact of the borderline situation of rural settlements upon
their developmental status. The statistical population consisted of the villages’ households. Totally
342 householders from 25 villages of more than 20 households were selected as a statistical sample
by stratified random sampling. Data gathered via field operations. The dependent variable of the
research is the level of development of studied villages, which has been measured comparatively by
using the multi-criteria evaluation methods. Moreover, independent variables were contained
population and the distance between village’s border and district center, economic status, border
economies, border exchanges, exchange security and accessibility. Data has been collected at the
level of the household heads and has been summarized in order to change the measurement level by
averaging the relevant sub-samples at the village level. According to the results, the developmental
level of 84% of the studied villages was moderate and lower, and the border economy has not have

Keywords: any effect on rural development, despite the high role played by the livelihoods of the studied
Eastern borders, communities. In addition, border economic activities has have a significant negative relationship
Rural areas, with security of exchange and accessibility. Because of it, these activities are performed without
Border exchanges, structural backbones, mainly from unofficial channels and smuggling; and if they are beneficial
Saravan County. activities, they are completely personal and will have no interest for developing the region or

improving the situation of the community.
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Extended Abstract of remote and deprived regions from development

rights. Border areas are of the most important and

1- Introduction necessitous of such regions, which have specific
situations due to neighboring the borders.

ealization of rural development Inappropriate conditions of farming and livestock,
implies the enhancement of national unemployment, false activities such as smuggling,
integrity, identity and security, and migration and depopulation are some of the
entails simultaneously the enjoyment problems marginalized the border areas and led
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impact of the borderline situation of its rural
settlements upon their developmental status. The
study seeks the responses to questions: has the
region’s border situation been more a driving factor
for development and sustainability of rural
settlements or a preventive one? And if the border-
dependent potentials of the region are actually
utilized in this manner?

2-Methods and Material

Study area is the vast eastern Saravan county of
Sistan & Baluchestan province,neighboring Pakistan,
which 94.2 percent of its population are living in
rural areas. The survey study is descriptive and data
are both primary, gathered via field operation by
interviewing the respondents and completing a self-
designed questionnaire and secondary, gathered
referring the white papers. The statistical population
consisted of the villages’ households. Totally 342
householders from 25 villages of more than 20
household populated ones were selected as a
statistical sample by stratified random sampling. The
dependent variable of the research is the level of
development of studied villages, which has been
measured comparatively by using the multi-criteria
evaluation methods, combining various indicators
such as demographic features and all facilities of
educational, hygienic, infrastructural, institutional,
cultural and commercial. Moreover, independent
variables were contained of population, distance to
the district center,economic status,border economies,
border exchanges,exchange security and accessibility.
Data has been collected at the level of the household
heads and has been summarized in order to change
the measurement level by averaging the relevant
sub-samples at the village level.

3-Results and Discussion

According to the results, the developmental level of
84% of the studied villages was moderate and lower.
Descriptively, the security of exchange has
evaluated moderately, whereas the economic status
and accessibilities have had very low averages,
named undesired economic status and inaccessibility,
and believed as obstacles to development. Despite
the equal low averages of these variables, the

twofold standard deviation of the first shows the
more diversity in households’ economy compared
to the homogeneity of low accessibility across the
whole region and for all residents. Therefore, it’s
indicated that people’s operating to cross boundary
activities, legally or not, is a last resort reaction to
the undesired inner situations. In contrary of two
mentioned, have the variables of border economy,
border exchange and exchange security had a
driving force for development, albeit the strong
severity of obstacles is significantly more and
higher than forces of driving ones.

While the significant correlation between the
villages’ development level and the variables of
economic situation and accessibilities,this correlation
with border economy is negatively significant and
not significant with their distances to the border. So,
the border economy has not have any effect on rural
development despite the high role played in
livelihoods of the studied communities, which
strongly relates to gasoline transaction in both legal
and illegal manners and can only fulfilling slightly
the families’ livelihood needs. In addition, border
economic activities have had a significant negative
relationship  with security of exchange and
accessibility. Because of it, these activities are
performed without structural backbones, mainly
from unofficial channels and smuggling; and if they
are beneficial activities, they are completely
personal and will have no interest for developing the
region or improving the situation of the community.
The negativity of border economy correlation with
the economic situation of the households is also
another witness, which confirms the ineffectiveness
and uninfluentiality of the cross-boundary activities
of the studied border communities, due to various
infra- and structural shortages.

4-Conclusion

Dominance of political and territorial centralization
is evident across the region, leading to severe
spatial inequality and under development situation
of this borderline region, manifested as illegal
transactions, good smuggling, unfavorable
livelihood, unemployment and migration. The
developmental level of villages is very low,
deprived the villagers due additionally to the
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geographical isolation, remoteness from provincial
center, drought, insecurity and climatic severities.The
problematic integrated collection, which has
complicated the managerial and security conditions.
The border situation of the region has had no
significant improving impact on the familial
livelihood of border communities and regions’
development. Many possibilities along with many
structural adjustments and regulations is needed to
escape from these situations.Some of resolutions to
mitigate the problems of the region and proportionally
providing developmental contexts can be recommended
as: attempt to achieving the territorial justice and
participation of border communities in sustainable
development and security, institutional facilitations
and policy regulations,legally expansion of formal
economical and commercial exchanges in order to
restriction of informal ones, sound and optimal
distribution of existing facilities and resources toward
the alleviation of poverty and deprivation , and finally
provision of essential infrastructures such as all-
weather roads and border terminals and market-malls.
Keywords: Eastern borders, Rural areas, Border
exchanges, Saravan County.
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