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ABSTRACT

Peripheral geopolitical regions play a special role in the foreign policy of countries. Among these, on
of the important geopolitical regions Peripheral Iran is the South Asian region. What is happening ir
South Asia is affecting Iran's interests. Therefore, having a proper knowledge of foreign polic
provides the necessary ability to maintain and strengthen Iran's national interests in the South Asiar
region. The purpose of this study is to explain the geopolitical opportunities of Iran's foreign policy it
the South Asian region. The research method of this research will be descriptive-analytical as well a
the method of collecting research findings in the library and field. Qualitative findings show that som¢
of the natural and human indicators of the countries of the South Asian region with the Islami
Republic of Iran have homogeneity and complementarity in various economic, communication
cultural, religious and scientific dimensions and field findings of twelve indicators Approves a:
opportunities for the Islamic Republic of Iran in South Asia.
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Extended Abstract of the Peripheral areas, political leaders and

1- Introduction

eripheral geopolitical regions play a
unique and special role in the politics

of each

knowledge and understanding of the
geographical and geopolitical realities

government decision-makers will be able to identify
the weaknesses and capabilities of the Peripheral
areas to reach principled and desirable conclusions
in the development of national interests. One of the
most important Peripheral geopolitical regions Iran
is South Asia. This region is adjacent to the waters
of the Indian Ocean, into which strategically
important seas, bays and straits such as the Sea of

country. With the right
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Oman, the Arabian Sea, the Persian Gulf, the Strait
of Hormuz and the Strait of Malacca have
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South Asian region is a scene of internal conflicts
and geopolitical conflicts. What is certain is that
any country that is interested in communicating and
influencing the region must first of all identify its
internal and external potentials. These factors are
the basis for expanding or reducing relations in
various fields with political scopes in this region.
The purpose of this study is to explain the
geopolitical opportunities of Iran's foreign policy in
the South Asian region.

2-Research Methods

This research has been done in terms of applied
purpose and research method, descriptive-analytical
and using quantitative methods. Also, the method of
collecting information is library and field. In this
research to identify the variables and their impact
on the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in South Asia, from the perspective of professors
(universities of Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and Iran in the field of political geography,
political science, regional studies and relations
between International) has been used. Finally, each
of the opportunity variables was ranked using
Friedman test.

3-Discussion and Results

One of these Peripheral geopolitical regions of Iran
is the South Asian region. The region is included in
the popular political geography literature of 7
countries: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Maldives and Bhutan, which has its own
unique potentials. Findings showed that some of the

natural and human indicators of the countries of the
South Asian region with the Islamic Republic of
Iran have homogeneity and complementarity in
various economic, communication, cultural,
religious and scientific dimensions. Opportunities
such as: South Asia needs sustainable energy

sources ,intra-regional competitions in South Asia,
Technical and scientific capacities of India, South
Asia's most populous economic markets, Existence
of common geographical boundaries with South
Asia, The traditional influence of the Persian

language in South Asia, Common Aryan race of
Iranians and people of South Asia, Persians in India
and Pakistan, Muslims in non-Muslim countries of
South Asia, Religious homogeneity of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Pakistan, Bangladesh and the
Maldives, Shiites in South Asian countries The
closeness of the beliefs of the Sunni Barelvi branch
to the Shiites. These include homogeneities and
complementarity.

4-Conclusion

The foreign policy of each political unit is always
influenced by the stages of formulating,
implementing, evaluating and reviewing the external
environment. One of the external environments is the

regional environment; A geographical space in
which a country interacts with a set of actors and
pursues its goals and interests. In this geographical
space, adopting favorable policies in relation to
other political actors, requires accurate knowledge
of opportunities in this area. One of the existing
approaches in the field of foreign policy is related to
the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
the territory or political-spatial unit of Iran, which
plays a role in the regional and global arena. The
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran is
based on national interests and national, religious
components and values. Geographically, Iran is a
country located in the region of Southwest Asia
with diverse surrounding geopolitical regions, one
of which is the geopolitical region of South Asia.
Based on the research findings, the geopolitical
structure of South Asia is a competitive structure,
because countries in competitive structures to
overcome higher levels with external factors, this
situation can be a platform for the development of
national interests of a country like Iran Functional
and structural homogeneities of South Asia. Based
on the research findings, the geopolitical structure
of South Asia is a competitive structure, as
countries in competitive structures to overcome
higher levels with factors outside the region. These
conditions can be a suitable platform for the
development of national interests of the Islamic



Autumn 2020, Vol 18, Num 60

Geography and Development

Republic of Iran, which has functional and
structural homogeneity with South Asia. Therefore,
the macro policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
the region should be such as to provide the least harm
to Iran's foreign policy and the most benefits to Iran
while securing national interests. According to the
authors, Iran's foreign policy should be pursued in two
axes of complementary policy and interactive policy.
Keywords:SouthAsia, Iran,Opportunity,Geopolitics,

Foreign Policy.
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