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In tourism industry, attitude is considered as the main concept in selecting destination. Motivation
specifies the reason of the tourists for travel or doing a specific activity during trip. Evaluation of
the tourists” motivations allows us to know their needs and preferences. This research aimed at
investigating the relationship between tourism motivations of the Tabriz metropolitans’citizens and
their tourism destinations in East Azerbaijan by geo tourism approach. For doing so, 28 important
tourism destinations in East Azerbaijan province were selected and their relationship with touristic
motivations was analyzed. The research method was descriptive analytical and correlative. The
statistical population consisted of approximately 1800000 citizens of Tabriz metropolitan. The
research sample was determined 384 individuals via Cochran formula. Accordingly, 400
questionnaires were distributed and 384 acceptable questionnaires were returned. For analysis of
the demographic characteristics descriptive statistics and in the inferential statistics, Pearson
Correlation Test and multivariate regression were used. The results showed that there is a positive
and significant relationship between the geo-touristic destinations and the citizens’ touristic
motivation. Among the tourists’ motivation, circulation in the nature has the most powerful
dimension relative to other motivations in the geo touristic destinations.
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Extended Abstract
1- Introduction
n today's tourism industry, one of the

ways to identify demand is to
examine the motivations of travelers
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in choosing a destination. "Travel motivation" is a
scientific topic in tourism studies and is the basis for
tourism development. Motivation is defined as the
psychological and biological needs and desires that
include the fundamental forces that motivate, guide,
and integrate one's behavior or activity. Geotourism
is also explained in relation to natural factors (with
emphasis on geological heritage) by recognizing
geotouristic motives.

2-Methodology

The research method of the present study is
descriptive-analytical and has been conducted in the
field of correlation. In this method, the relationship
between incentives and tourism destinations of
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Tabriz metropolitan citizens in East Azarbaijan
province with geotourism approach by statistical
parameters and questionnaire tools for 28 important
brand-oriented tourism destinations located in the
study area with 7 tourism motives analyzed using
closed questions. In this method, descriptive
statistics (mean and standard deviation) and
inferential statistics (Pearson correlation coefficient
and multivariate regression) with 99% confidence
level and significant level (o0 = 0.01) were used to
analyze the data. All statistical calculations were
performed by SPSS software version 24.

3-Research Findings

The results of Pearson correlation coefficient test
showed that there is a significant relationship
between different dimensions of geotourism and
tourists' motivation and the research variables have a
normal distribution. The results of multivariate
regression test also showed that independent
variables (tourist motivation components) have a
direct effect on predicting the level of criterion
variable (geotourism destinations) and have a
significant relationship. The F test (ANOVA) also
showed that there is a linear relationship between the
variables and the condition for using regression is
established. Regression results showed that among
the dimensions of geotourism tourism incentives, the
dimension of nature tourism ( = 0.719, P = 0.004)
had the strongest prediction.

4-Canclusion

The overall results of the study showed that nature
tourism parameters with an average of 0.63 and
standard deviation of 0.484 has the highest score
among other motivational parameters. This result

shows that most of the tourists living in the
metropolis of Tabriz who have chosen the proposed
tourism destinations, their main motivation has been
tourism and visiting the geological heritage, which is
one of the main indicators in the discussion of
geotourism. Based on the research findings, it is
concluded that the destinations of the asyabkharabeh
(Jolfa region), Kandovan (osco region) and Aoun
Ibn Ali mountain (Einali of Tabriz region) with
averages of 0.75, 0.64 and 0.63, and Deviations from
the standards of 0.501, 0.497 and 0.496 are the first

to third ranks of geotourist places. These destinations
are considered as one of the most important geotourist
places in the region, even in Iran.
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