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The subject of paper is the study of the epistemology of spatial planning (classical rationality,
postmodern relativism and pluralism - critical rationality). The main purpose of this paper is to
explain the pluralist-critical rationality in spatial planning. First, it is necessary to determine the
position and rationality ratio of spatial planning in order to achieve this goal. Then, three
epistemological approaches to spatial planning of classical rationality, postmodern relativism and
pluralist-critical rationality have been critically analyzed and comparative comparisons. Research
findings show that the concept of rationality in spatial planning is wider than its Cartesian
meaning, and postmodern relativists attribute classical rationality to total rationality. Also, the
epistemic contradictions in postmodern relativism distract spatial planning from its collective,
practical and realistic nature. In contrast, the pluralist-critique approach has been able to resolve
the weaknesses of classical rationality and respond to the critique of postmodern relativism toward
rationality. This epistemic approach holds that modern rationality is based on a comprehensive and
argument capacity that allows the acceptance and aggregation of the ideas, goals and values of
spatial planning stakeholders at different levels of space. All this process takes place within the
framework of an open and democratic environment that can convince stakeholders that they will
reach an informed consent about the public interest.

Copyright©2020, Geography and Development. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
noncommercial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

n the early 1960s, planners began
to extract spatial planning theories
from epistemological devices.
During this period, rationality
dominated the minds of most
planners. An idea that manifested
itself in modern capitalist society
and manifested itself most
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prominently in bureaucratic structures, namely the
state bureaucracy and large private corporations. In
modern society, rationality was considered the
thought of finding the best way to achieve a goal; For
this reason, rationalist planners believed that a
distinction should be made between purpose and
means. They also believed that attention and focus on
spatial planning methods should be defined in line
with the goals, it can be said that this attitude is the
main factor of progress in modern capitalist societies.
In fact, modern urban civilization is based on a kind
of rationalization of institutional decisions that is
embedded in the original spirit of science. In the
words of Simon and Faludi (Simon, 1945;Faludi,
1987:69): "The origin of the rational approach to
planning includes the 'decision theory' which is
accepted and used in urban planning.” In fact,
rationality is a formal and mental process that seeks to
determine the best way to achieve the goals
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set in specific circumstances. This thinking in the
period of the Industrial Revolution, through the
dominance of the ideas of natural scientists, is
allowed to the scientific epistemology system and
becomes an indicator of all scientific methods,
including the social sciences; Hence, the concept of
rationality expanded in various areas of modern
society and became the basis of decision-making. The
main subject of planning theory is the theory of
optimal decision-making or the search for the optimal
solution to the problem of space, and it is largely
independent of its conditions, although it is influenced
by external obstacles; Therefore, it can be said that the
methodology of rational planning has used two main
foundations to understand the problems, which are:
First, it is about the nature of spatial planning; Thus,
planners believed that spatial planning was thinking
about ways to achieve a goal and had nothing to do
with thinking about the goal itself; In other words,
spatial planning as a rational process requires
focusing on different ways of deciding on the goals
set by governments and has no role in setting goals
and values. Planners are technical experts who play a
key role in advising politicians on choosing the best
management practices.

Second: belief in universalism; In this way, any
geographical-cultural differences that are considered
to be an obstacle to the growth of modern society
must be eliminated. It was the task of the planners to
get rid of all the heterogeneous elements through their
razor-sharp policy.

These intellectual principles, when confronted with
uncoordinated and conflicting human forces,
considered them outside the scientific and irrational
method. The consequences of the dominance of such
an approach have prompted postmodernist theorists to
criticize the rationality of spatial planning. In their
view, rationalist programmers do not take into
account the intellectual, cultural, racial, and
behavioral differences of human beings in their
studies, and consider all human beings to have the
same nature. They think only of optimizing spaces
with their commercial criteria; As Patsy Healy
(1993:235) points out to us the consequences of such
planning, "from the catastrophe of high-rise towers to
the dominance of economic criteria to justify road
construction is quite clear” (Allmendiger, 2017: 255).
In this regard, Nigel Taylor explicitly recalls the
social ills and grievances of such programs:  This
model of development can be seen in the project of
cleaning up the cities of England in the 1960s. This
led to widespread public protests ... The protests are
taking place directly in response to the master plans
for new urban highways, due to increased traffic. It
portrays the 1960s as a struggle between the
"highway world" and the "street shout" ... This
attitude permeates concrete highways through
people's homes and neighborhoods. All communities
are destroyed either by being replaced or by being
placed next to noisy traffic lanes... ”(Taylor, N,
1998:75). Also, postmodernist theorists in their
epistemological critique of rational programs believe

that this approach is incapable of understanding the
consequences of the relationship between power and
domination in society. "Technical and practical
organizational knowledge alone will not help planners
deal with issues such as equality, the focus of wealth
accumulation, and the perpetuation of widespread
poverty and suffering," says Forster (Forester, 1987:
76). In fact, from the perspective of postmodernism,
the appeal of spatial planners to rationality is
equivalent to the instrumentalist, non-democratic and
technical view to maximize the desired results.

In such a situation where any talk of rationality within
programs is equated with technocratism, it is
necessary to rethink the foundations of rationality in
spatial planning. In some cases, it can be said that
postmodernist programmers have well critiqued the
consequences of instrumentalist programming and
shown us its dark aspects; But showing these
consequences has led to a misunderstanding of the
concept of rationality in spatial planning; Because
identifying the negative consequences of the rational
planning approach is not a reason to reject the concept
of rationality.

In general, rationality has several schools of thought,
each of which has its own principles and rules;
Therefore, introducing different types of rationality in
spatial planning can help to reconstruct and better
understand this concept; Therefore, the purpose of
this study is to compare three epistemological
approaches in spatial planning.

2-Methods and Material

The present study is based on analytical-interpretive
methodology in a inferential-hypothetical framework
defined in which by formulating a research
framework based on the description and analysis of
epistemological approaches in spatial planning, they
are critically analyzed and from them the
epistemological foundation of pluralistic rationalism.
Spatial planning has been extracted. After providing
this framework, a suitable ground is created for
comparing the three epistemological approaches with
each other.

According to the present research problem, the
method used in terms of purpose is fundamental and
in terms of method is analytical-interpretive, which is
written to analyze the concept of rationality in
epistemological approaches and to achieve a
systematic comparison between epistemic
approaches, the adaptive method of textual findings is
used. Has been taken. In this regard, the method of
collecting, processing and analyzing information used
in the proposed research process can be introduced as
follows:

First, data collection and processing: The information
used in this research is textual information related to
conceptual and theoretical frameworks related to the
subject and agenda of this article, which have been
collected through reference and review of
authoritative domestic and foreign books and
publications.
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Second, analysis and interpretation of information:
The interpretation of information in this study has
been done with the authority of a framework in the
interpretive path. This is done with a preliminary
study of the relationship and position of the concept
of rationality in spatial planning and then a critical
analysis of the position of the three epistemological
approaches of classical rationality, postmodern
relativism and pluralist-critical rationality in spatial
planning. Third, interpretation and comparison of
findings: In this direction, an attempt has been made
to provide a framework for comparing these three
approaches in spatial planning.

3-Results and Discussion

With the study that was done, we can compare the
general principles of epistemological devices of
spatial planning. Accordingly, the analysis of the
findings shows that the ontology of spatial planning
has moved from extreme objectivism and
subjectivism to a more balanced perspective that
seeks to bring itself closer to reality. The
epistemology that governs the universe is based on
pluralism, the source of knowledge, the most
important of which is general reason, and it avoids
dogmatism and the monopoly of reason. For this
reason, spatial planning methodology is formed
interactively.

The shortcomings of structural and individualistic
analysis of space perception have led to spatial
planning to multi-dimensional analysis of space. This
style of analysis has created a kind of relational
cognition of space that removes the boundaries that
the two approaches of classical rationality and
postmodern relativism put between physical space

and perceptual space, and has been able to confuse
and study physical space with mental and social
space. In other words, the mentality and perception of
individuals, groups and organizations in the place,
shows actions that are of special importance for their
interpretation and analysis on an individual, collective
and trans-collective scales. This perception of space
has been able to create a deep connection between
mental and objective space and help space planners to
search for the key concepts of new rationality such as
interaction,  exchange,  conscious,  maximum
stakeholder participation in projects. It should be
noted that the actors in this space are all those who are
interested in spatial planning; Like the people,
environmentalists and other stakeholders involved in
the spatial planning process.

In contrast to postmodern relativism, pluralist-critical
rationality has retained the collective nature of spatial
planning and has focused on the realization of the
public interest in a consensual manner. The nature of
agreement shows a special form of democratic space
planning that with the participation and continuous
decision-making of actors has strengthened the
pragmatic aspect of spatial planning in an interactive
way among space actors to achieve agreed ideals,
goals and values; This suggests that this approach, in
addition to being able to make the connection
between the theory and practice of spatial planning
and not fall into the trap of relativism,
postmodernism, has been able to overcome the
shortcomings of technical language and design a
suitable framework of common language in scientific
form and change Provide informed and consistent
with the planning space (Table 1).

(S:[:iatla_l planni ces Classical rationality Relativism postmodernism Pluralistic-critical rationality
o biecti : . . Conscious and continuous effort to get closer to
ntology Objective reality (absolute( Relative (mental) reality reality
Epistemology Pure rationality Relative Pluralistic rationality
Objective (external) explanation of | Meaning of personal perceptions and moods .
Methodology space of individuals Interactive
: Discover the feelings and aesthetics of Provide the capacity for informed interaction and
Strategy Chaose the best option citizens exchange among all stakeholders
Valuable leisure Independence of spatial planning Integrating spatial planning with personal | Maximum capacity building to minimize values in
from personal values values planning/ devaluation efforts
. Cartesian and Euclidean . Relationship space (on individual, collective and
spatial atmosphere Interpretive space trans-collective scales
Multidimensional (a combination of individual-
Analysis unit Structuralist Individual collective mindsets and structural functions of
space(
Actors Planners and policy makers individual People, environmentalists and other stakeholders
Optimization, maximization, L"é?ﬂzeeﬁi?gfngﬁgﬁig ;'ffg' ;i’;f:g?;gggg of Capacity building of exchange and interaction,
Key concepts instrumentalism, calculator, oy P  Of Sp ' | conscious, maximum participation of stakeholders
rational choice disintegration, denial of government, to reach an agreement
relativism of citizenship ethics g
. : Representation of people's mental L
Concern Rational choice experiences in space - the place of daily life Agreement on public interest
Approach up to down Person-centered Interactive / reciprocating
Target Spatial control and forecasting Understanding everyday life Conscious change olfesapca;]ce%based on agreement
Nature Technocratic planning Retrospective planning Democratic planning
Landuage tecth?gigrr]llc?;r(]%ﬁm?]algﬁali)n/ on Ordinary (public) / Limiting planning / Technical and customary integration (inclusive
guag p peoplge P 9 Exaggeration of differences language) / planning with people




Geography and Development Summer 2020, Vol 18, Num 59
4-Conclusion offer a new discourse of rationality; It also

If spatial planning is considered the result of the
relationship  between theory and practice in
geographical space, then epistemological issues find a
special place to analyze how thought and practice
with  this space. Today, conflicts between
epistemological approaches to spatial planning have
made spatial planning a complex yet challenging
concept. Rationalism is one of the challenges that
today's planners must willingly state their position on.
Accordingly, the purpose of this article was to
interpret  pluralistic-critical rationality in spatial
planning. To achieve the purpose of the article, a
process of conceptualization of rationality in spatial
planning and critical analysis of epistemic approaches
has been initiated and led to a comparative
comparison of them.

According to the theoretical analysis obtained from
the research, it shows that rationality in planning has
moved away from its Cartesian concept and has
approached the meaning of conscious discourse. Also,
according to the analyzes performed, it was found that
classical rationality imposes a form of planning on
space, in which it turns biogeographical space into a
tool in the hands of planners and policy makers to
optimize and maximize predetermined goals. The
anatomization of citizens' living space creates a kind
of irrationality in spatial planning, which began with
postmodern relativism. Emphasis on citizens 'mental
perceptions and representation of individuals' mental
experiences in the space-place of everyday life
imposes a kind of extreme individualism on the
planning space in which it prevents thinking about
collective decisions. Rejecting rationalism reduces
relativism to the rational, consensual, and pragmatic
capacity of spatial planning and reduces it to a
subjective matter. The pluralistic-critical rationality
approach introduces epistemology to spatial planning
in which rationalism is equivalent to the capacity of
discourse in a democratic space to understand
multiple voices in a given geography in order to reach
a common agreement of goals and move accordingly.
Having the capacity to exchange the views of
stakeholders on spatial planning and advocacy and
accountability in a secure and open environment
ensures the process of reaching a reasonable
agreement in the public interest; However, throughout
the history of planning, the personal interests of
individuals, groups and organizations have
jeopardized the guarantee of public interest research;
But building the capacity of pluralistic-critical
planning along with its legal institutionalization can
alleviate many of the problems along the way. A
study of the global literature of spatial planning
epistemology shows that although recent studies have
emphasized the rationality of planning, the present
study has placed more emphasis on critical analysis of
postmodern relativism and a comparison of rationalist
and anti-rationalist approaches to spatial planning.
Finally, it must be acknowledged that pluralist-critical
rationality is a way of thinking that has been able to
overcome the weaknesses of classical rationality and

methodizes the semanticism of postmodern relativism
in a rational framework and aligns it with the reality
of spatial planning.

Keywords: Epistemological apparatus, Classical
rationality, Postmodern relativism, Pluralistic-critical
rationality, Spatial planning.
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