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ABSTRACT

Water user associations were established for the participation of farmers in water resources
management. The purpose of this study is to explain the factors affecting the motivation of
farmers’ participation in the Great Karun-Shushtar water user association in Khuzestan province.
The study population was all Members of the Great Karoon water user association (N=671). 183
people were selected as the statistical sample using the Bartlett table and a random sampling
method was used to collect data from farmers using the questionnaire. The face validity of the
questionnaire was confirmed by experts. The reliability of the main scales of the questionnaires
was examined by Cronbach's alpha coefficients, which ranged from 0.77 to 0.92, indicating the
tool of study is reliable. Data analyses were performed using SPSSv24 software. Pearson
correlation was used to investigate the relationship between independent and dependent variables
and Regression analysis with Inter method was used to explain the factors affecting farmers'
participation in water user association. Results indicated a significant positive correlation between
motivation and self-identity, social norm, social capital, collective efficiencies expectations, cues
to action, perception of partnership, Self-efficacy, and attitude of farmers. The results also showed
that the variables of self-identity, cues to action and social capital have effect on the variable of
motivation. These variables are able to predict 43% of the variance of motivation. Finally, based
on the findings of the research, suggestions were made to increase the incentive of farmers'
participation in the water user association.
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Extended Abstract around the world (Lemos & De Oliveira, 2004). In this

1- Introduction

regard, experts believe that water scarcity and crisis
are mainly due to poor management of water

oncerns about the future of water resources (Qiao et al., 2009; Franzén et al., 2015) as well
resources are increasingly affecting as inefficient infrastructure (Abdullagv et al., 2009),
governments, NGOs and communities Collaborative irrigation management is a process to

improve the efficiency and sustainability of irrigation
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2010).
However, adequate participation of farmers in these7
cooperatives has become an important challenge in
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water management (Comerford, 2014). To this end,
water officials and policymakers seek to motivate
individuals to participate in water cooperatives and
encourage farmers to participate in these
cooperatives (Wang et al,2010).Farmers have different
motivations for joining water co-operatives (Sultan &
Larsen, 2011). Understanding these motivations
optimizes measures that encourage farmers to create
and maintain participation (Home et al. Therefore,
the present study was designed and conducted to
explain the factors affecting the motivation of
farmers’ participation in the Great Karun-Shushtar
water user association in Khuzestan province.

2-Research Methodology

The present study was a cross sectional survey. The
statistical population consisted of farmers’ members
of Great Karun-Shushtar water cooperatives in
Khuzestan province (N=671). Study population was
all Members of the Great Karoon water user
association (N=671). 183 people were selected as
the statistical sample using the Bartlett table and a
random sampling method was used to collect data
from farmers using questionnaire. The face validity
of the questionnaire was confirmed by experts. The
reliability of the main scales of the questionnaires’
was examined by Cronbach's alpha coefficients,
which ranged from 0.77 to 0.92, indicating the tool
of study is reliable. Data analyses was performed
using SPSS,,4 software.

3-Research Finding

To investigate the relationship between independent
and dependent variables, Pearson correlation analysis
was used and to explain the factors influencing
motivation for participating farmers in the Water
Users' Associations of regression was used. Results
indicated a significant positive correlation between
motivation and self-identity, social norm, social
capital, collective efficiencies expectations, cues to
action, perception of partnership, Efficacy and
educational level of farmers.

In order to determine the factors affecting
motivation, regression analysis was used by Inter
method. The results of regression showed that the
three variables of self-identity, cue to action and
social capital were significant and were able to
predict 43% of the changes in the variable of
motivation at the level of 1% (Constants, 1.26 35/6
= F, 0001/0 = Sig). Also according to Table (6), the
variable of encouragement to action (§ = 0.28) and
the variable of individual identity (B = 0.28), more
power than the variable of social capital ( = 0.18)
they are motivated in predicting variables.

4- Conclusion

According to the research findings, among the
social and psychological factors, the two variables
of social capital and self identity have a significant
effect on participation motivation.

Self-identity means the perception that a person has
of himself. In other words, if a person sees himself
as a person who is inherently participatory, then he
imagines himself as a person compatible with
participatory activities (participation in a water
cooperative). Hence, farmers who see the role of
cooperation and partnership with other members of
the community as an important part of their identity
and role are more motivated to participate in water
cooperatives. Other studies in various fields have
shown that self-identity affects the desire and
motivation of individuals (Cook et al., 2002).

Social capital is another important psychological
variable that was studied in this study on its effect
on farmers' participation motivation. Therefore, if
society is defined as the continuity of people who
have high or highly emotional social interactions,
then individuals can manage natural resources when
they are involved in a collective action.

Keywords: Water Management, Motivation,
Participation, Farmers, Water Cooperatives.
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