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The issue of cognition in Geography focuses on the human, environment and relationship between
them. The question now is that by changing the concept of human at different times, has the
Geographers' way and interacting with the environment also changed? Therefore, the return to the
past and understanding intellectual developments can reveal the evolution of our ideas and our way
of thinking today and help deepen our understanding of the future. The historical evolution in the
thought of theorist Geographers shows that their opinion in humans is constantly changing and has
evolved from a "historical" being to a "social”, "multi-dimensional”, "spiritual” and "transformed
human™ phenomenon. These differences are reflected not only in theoretical understandings but
also in their method and type of analysis. The fundamental question can now be asked whether
these differences have influenced the type of Geographers' practical experience in dealing with the
environment. And has this led to certain strategic changes? In other words, has the change of the

Keywords: human concept in the mental experience of Geographers been influenced in their performance and
Biological or dealing with the environment? This research has been carried out with the method of
Historical phenomenology and analysis of Geographic texts in six historical periods in the new era (1900-
Human, 2020) and emphasizes the following points:
Geography, - Geographers' perceptions of the human concept have shaped the basis of their understanding in
Phenomenalogy dealing with the environment.

' - The difference in Geographic views that focuses on the difference in the concept of human not
Transformed only define the Geographers' functional strategies in different ages in dealing with the
Human environment, but have also changed their definition of Geographic knowledge.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

t is necessary to recall a few points
about the historical analysis of
scientific thinking before describing
the issue. 1) Thoughts cannot be
analyzed in the historical trends
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because it can lead to irreparable mistakes in
epistemology.So having a comprehensive view of
events and thought opens up new ideas for us,
because there have been various human thoughts in
all ages.

2) Codification of intellectual transformation trends
of a knowledge can be strongly influenced by the
analyst; of course, this is unremarkable, since most
analysts describe the course of history and the
intellectual transformation of a device (cultural
device) that is culturally related. 3) The social
conditions and intellectual space that governs
scientists at any time can be a way to understand why
a paradigm should be overcome in that period. In
other words, the change in thinking in any era is
related to the intellectual and social space of that
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period. What has been discussed here is more
focused on changes in geographical paradigms and
the impact of the consequences that have grown in
the community due to these insights. The analysis of
this research focuses more on the fact that changing
the concept of human in any era, what has changed in
geographic paradigms? And what impact this change
has had on the geographers' approach?

2-Methods and Material

Since the methodology in the present research is
based on the text analysis, Therefore, firstly the
theorists who their viewpoints were more receptive
in the twentieth century were selected and then they
recognized the principles of their intellectual
differences with each other. These scientists were: 1)
William Morris Davis (1850-1934) & Friedrich
Ratzel (1844-1904); 2) Vidal de La Blache (1845-
1918) & Walther Penck (1888-1923); 3) Harlan H.
Barrows (1877-1960); 4) Fred Kurt Schaefer (1904-
1953) & Richard John Chorley (1927-2002); 5)
Grove Karl Gilbert (1843-1918) & Mostafa Momeni
(1940-2007); 6) Francis Galton (1822-1911). Texts
related to the viewpoints of the six groups were
searched from books and articles such as the
Geographic Cycle (1899) by Davis, Political
Geography (1897) by Ratzel, Principles of Human
Geography (1926) by de La Blache, Morphological
Analysis of Landforms (1953) by Penck, Geography
as the human ecology (1923) by Barrows,
Exceptionalism in Geography (1953) by Schaefer,
Chorley's Environmental Systems (1978), The Origin
of Hypotheses (A Review of a Topographic
Problem) from Gilbert (1896), Geography In Iran,
from Mustafa Momeni (1999), as well as the natural
inheritance of Francis Galton (1889), The Status of
Geography in Iran (1999) by Momeni and as well as
the natural inheritance (1889) by Francis Galton and
in the next step, the principles of their geographic
thinking were extracted from the common literature
in the matching documents and the main propositions
in each period.

3-Results and Discussion

Looking at the contemporary history of geography,
we find that at least six paradigms have been raised
about the human nature in geography which none of
them has a geographical origin. These paradigms are:
1) Biological or historical human; 2) tool maker
Human; 3) Ecological Man; 4) Multicultural human;
5) Human; 6) Transformed Man. As the definition of
humans changed, the concept of the environment has
undergone a change and respectively were created
natural environments, engineered environments,
biome, space and lived space. In this process, not
only humans and the environment, but also the

relationship between them have evolved, and
subsequently, various types of geography including
evolutionary, possibilism, regional, spatial, and
phenomenal have been born in the literature of
geographic texts.

3-1- Biological Human: In this era, "human" as
"subject’ and "environment" as "object" were
considered as two separate facts (environmental
dualism). Relationship between human and the
environment was a ruling and condemned relationship,
and “exploitation of natural " was considered as the
most important strategic in this period. Many paradigms
and theories emerged in human and physical
geography; such as Social Darwinism, Malthusianism,
Geographical Determinism, Ratzel's Lebensraum (living
space), and Radical Geography (Radicalism) and
Davisian geomorphology. The effects of this kind of
insight in geography were the growth of geography,
causality, the Boolean algebra, and the growth of all the
new theories in various geographical fields.

3-2-Tool maker Human: At the same time,
catastrophists introduced human being as a tool-
maker and intelligent inventor based on
manufacturing tools and tried to create new
literatures for human historical periods against the
classification of the evolution that divided the
historical periods into the cave man and so on. The
only major event of this era was the recognition of
the environmental law. Many paradigms and theories
emerged in human and physical geography; suchas
Possibilism,AAM(Anti-Apartheid Movement),
Technocentrism, Feminism, Climate change, Glacier
theory and Plate Tectonic Theory. In this era, the
relationship between human and the environment
was defined as a business relationship with a win-win
strategy and the environmental exploitation strategy
was changed to environmental benefit. Including
outcomes of changing the concept of human in this
period as follows; the codification of Civil rights,
Women's rights, Minority rights and etc. Also,
human activities were limited to lessen human
environmental damage, and thus emphasized
technology advancement.

3-3-Ecological Human: All the geographical
paradigms of this period have been based on
ecological human (for example, geography as Human
Ecology by Harlan Barrows). In this view, Holism
was replaced instead of Inductive reasoning and the
separation of physical and human geography was not
followed as before. Gradually, the concept of biome
and ecosystem replaced the environment and
emerged concepts such as environmental capacity
and the green movement and so on.In this
perspective, the relationship between humans and the
environment was based on compatibility with the
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environment and, as a result, regional geography was
formed.Following this development, the strategy of
exploitation was changed to environmental benefit
and protectthe environment. One of the consequences
of this view in geography was the compilation of
ecological rights, wildlife rights, river rights and
international law, sea rights, Geopark and etc.
Collective participation also replaced individualism
and after that, there was a profound transformation in
protecting the environment, and this was considered
a human duty (establishing environmental
organizations, Non- Governmental Organization
(NGO) and international projects such as UNESCO or
the Roman clubs to protect natural resources).

3-4) Multicultural human: Multi-dimensional
human design coincides with the introduction of
space perspective in geography. The most important
development of this view was the linguistic
interpretation of human as a cultural entity, which is
a type of perception of the world and phenomena
influenced by language. Geography recognizes
cultural diversity and also encouraged the use of
ethnography in geography widely. In this view,
cybernetic relations were replaced by causal
relationships, and environmental adaptability and
sustainability rather than environmental protection.
These changes reflected the concept of the
environment and the human relationship with the
environment to sustainable development. To
accomplish these goals, many environmental
activities were formed by the United Nations. The
Rio Conference was held and the Agenda 21 was
presented. Environmental agreements such as Kyoto
Protocol, Paris Agreement and etc. were signed in
order to solve environmental problems, including
climate change. Also, Ecotourism was introduced as
a link between humans and the environment.

3-5) Dasein: In this view, humans, environment, and
relationships were replaced respectively with Dasein,
living space and ratio. Dasein (According to
Heidegger), since it can determine the purpose of his
existence; therefore, he can define his relation to the
universe and also derive a certain understanding in
relation to the world. Therefore, by this definition of
human, the geography of phenomenology recognizes
the ratio between human and the environment rather
than the relation. The most important consequence of
the definition of the Dasein is the emergence of the
phenomenology method, post-phenomenology and
interpretive geography which seeks to overcome the
duality of the subject and the object (as the product
of the Cartesian Method). Also, the objective
background of the researcher (satellite imagery and
maps) and his mental space have created a new
platform called post-phenomenology in which
technology acts as an operating system in the human

mind to enable the researcher to understand and
analyze the phenomenon's truth. The founder of the
post-phenomenology method in geography is Papoli-
Yazdi (1986), which defined the concept of
geography as human, environment and technology.

His theory was proposed by Ash & Simpson (2014)
in geography using the term post-phenomenology
after 23 years. In geomorphology, the consequences
of this viewpoint are the concepts of Spatial identity,
the spatial logic of arrangement, and Geographic
device which has made interpretative interpretations
of many geomorphic phenomena.

3-6) Transformed Man: It was first introduced by
Francis Galton and is rooted in Eugenics. In this type
of geography, human identity will be determined on
the basis of group excellence and physically (This
concept of human is not yet defined in geography).
With the advent of the Superhuman in this era, the
environment is just a set of factors that Superhuman
will be able to collapse of natural systems and then
design their own systems (the idea of the engineered
environment). The consequence of Eugenics in the
future will be the emergence of specific social classes
with a long life against ordinary humans which can
lead to a new genocide. In general, it is anticipated
that the legitimacy of genetic racism, modern
slavery, genetic determinism, good and bad pan-
genetics will create a dual social class. And
environmental systems collapse and the meta-natural
systems replaces the idea of protecting the current
environment. This era is also called Anthropocene,
and many believe it has begun since 2000.

4-Conclusion

Human performance in the environment has
theoretical support in the field of anthropology and
the environment and our sight of the environment
and the relationship that can be made with the
environment will change in terms of what we define
as human. The study of the process of human
semantic changes in the periods of modern human
thinking shows that the change in the anthropological
concept is not only affecting human performance,
which also has an impact on the environment and
many intellectual and managerial organizations such
as Roman club, Natural environment, Agenda 21,
Kyoto Protocol, Paris Agreement and etc. have been
influenced by these changes. These changes are also
reflected in the definition of geography and the
existence of diverse approaches to geography and the
emergence of multiple approaches such as classical
geography, regional geography, spatial geography,
and the phenomenology or interpretive geography,
all originate from such developments in changing the
concept of human and the environment.

Keywords: Biological or Historical Human,
Geography, Phenomenology, Transformed Human.
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