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Introduction

Migration is deemed to be one of the most important dimensions of socio-economic development.
Nowadays, however, it has turned into a complex issue for both the origin and destination
communities of migrants. The issue rises due to the high level of migration and population
movements between different geographic, economic, cultural and social areas. Consequently, spatial
anomalies — especially of socio-cultural nature — are formed, and the conditions for the emergence of
various types of political, cultural-social and economic crises, among others, have started to prevail.
Given the specific territorial and demographic combination of Iran in terms of cultural, ethnic,
political and economic, the Iranian society is a prominent case for studying this issue. In other words,
from a geo-political point of view, the population factor, despite its number and biological and
demographic characteristics, as a dynamic and dialectical element can easily be influenced by
migration, especially with regard to its distribution or homogeneity, It plays the empowerment geo-
political roles in the political geography structure of states, especially the states have heterogeneous
populations, which is sometimes positive and sometimes not in the interests of national security; and
now, we can say that there is a similar situation in Iran. Of course, the geo-political role of this
phenomenon in Iran is still in its embryonic period and if there is no proper solution, it can cause
serious problems in the political geography of Iran.

Methodology

In general, this study has tried to analyze the potentials of geographical and political role of
migration, especially by discussing the issues of geographic distribution of population in Iran, the
homogeneity - heterogeneity of population in Iran and the centralized political, economic and cultural
structure of Iran. This study also employs a descriptive-analytical method and with the help of library
information, Statistical data, descriptive maps and author theoretical and case analysis of the Author.



Result and Discussion
The findings of this study are discussed under the following themes:
- Migration and geographical distribution of population in Iran

From a geo-political point of view, in the debate of migration, one of the most important variables
that can extremely affect the origins and destinations of migration is the geographical distribution of
the population across the country. Because any kind of population displacement may causes
territorial anomalies in population distribution and consequently different kinds of territorial and
spatial actions and reactions. For example, territorial distribution of population is closely linked to
political and social stability in the country. In terms of population distribution across the country can
be discussed about 3 models: equal, nuclear and uneven distribution of population that apparently,
among them, equal distribution is the best model of population distribution in terms of widespread
development, survival of the country, and preservation of national and domestic security. In this
respect, again, the geographical realities of Iran's population, especially its spatial distribution (The
spatial distribution of the population of Iran is relatively adapting to the ethnic spaces) as well as the
trend of Inter-provincial population movement in the country act in the opposite direction that is the
nuclear and uneven distribution of population in the country.

- Migration and the Homogeneity-Heterogeneity of Population in lran

In this context, it can be said that Iran is one of the few countries suffering from severe population
heterogeneity. In other words, the territory of Iran, in terms of linguistic and ethnic diversity, exhibits
the complex and unique cultural-identity topography.

In this regard, although some experts refer to the center-direction population movements in Iran as
the most effective factor and a geographical-political approach to effectively links between distinct
peripheral-ethnic identities and center, as well as between peripheral-ethnic identities themselves,
However, the current political-social-economic-environmental trends of Iran provide different
geographical-political interpretations of the current trend. In fact, in today's world, especially the vast
possibilities that information technology has made available to human societies, in a country with
today's situation in Iran, cannot be considered the phenomenon of migration as a positive approach to
consolidating national unity, Conversely, continuity in the current movements of population in Iran,
in addition to providing the basis for many complex political-economic-social crises, can be the
major cause of the rise and awareness of peripheral-ethnic identities in the country's center and
population center.

- Migration and the centralized political, economic and cultural structure of Iran

One of the debates on the pattern of population displacement within countries also addresses the
guestion of adapting population displacements to the pattern of accumulation of money, facilities,
and geography of power. In other words, in Iran, it is easy to see the geography of power in the



central areas of Iran or destinations of migration, and the geography of poverty and territorial-country
marginalization in the periphery areas of Iran or origins of migrants that In fact, this unpleasant
topography of population and power in Iran has a direct relationship with the centralized political-
economic-cultural structure of Iran. For this reason, the peripheral geo-cultural areas in Iran are
completely at the bottom of the Radius line of development, and in fact the populations of these areas
are trying to compete within geography of power, by moving and migrating from these areas to
central areas and centers of power, and thereby to be at an important outline of the geography of
power and development. However, this usually does not occur ideally and lead to a variety of
political-economic-cultural problems and challenges in origins and destinations of migration.

Conclusion

The findings show that from the geographical and political point of view, migration plays a
significant role in the political, cultural, social and economic organization of Iran’s space,
particularly in the origin and destination of migration. Given the creation of new cultural and
economic landscapes, Iran is prone to the emergence of various security issues and crises in the
country including (in terms of geographical distribution of the population), the development of an
uneven distribution pattern of the population in the country, weakening of human capital in the
regions considered to be the origin of migration, turning these regions into empty human, economic,
cultural and social—and generally, security—spaces; (In terms of the homogeneity or heterogeneity
of the population), the intensification of spatial anomalies in the mosaic of linguistic and ethnic
diversity in Iran, the creation of abnormal cultural-identity topography, the weakening and
exacerbation of spatial sense of belonging among different demographic groups of immigrants, the
creation of explosive spaces bereft of cultural-identity unity in the origin of migration, etc.; (In terms
of the centralized political-economic-cultural structure in lIran), the intensification of population
displacement in Iran in accordance with the pattern of formation of the geography of power, the
intensification of the center-periphery relationship between the geography of power (destinations of
migration) and the geography of poverty and marginalization in Iran (origins of migration), the
creation and intensification of various spatial (political-economic-cultural) gaps between the ethnic-
territorial center and the periphery of country, etc.

Keywords: Migration, Iran, Geographic Distribution of Population, The Homogeneity-Heterogeneity
of Population, The Centralized Political Structure of Iran.
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