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Introduction

Southwest Asia is one of the most strategic and important areas in the world that has experienced
geopolitical challenges and political crises in the recent decades. The two countries of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia are the most important actors in its regional level. The two
countries were complementary to each other in Nixon's Twin-Pillar strategy, but after the Islamic
Revolution, they became rivals. Between them there was a competitive and tense relationship.
Meanwhile, the Southwest Asia region is one of the geopolitical and strategic areas in the world,
which for many reasons has been a turbulent, tense and crisis region for many reasons. The two
major countries of the region, the Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia, are the most important
actors in the region's geopolitical region that are ideologically opposed. The victory of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran in February 1979 created a lot of ideological and geopolitical faults between the
two countries that are activated at specific times and events of history. For historical and geopolitical
reasons, Iran has always been one of the regional powers and has played an active role in events
around it. But in recent decades, Saudi Arabia has been pushing for currency surpluses with Western
oil exports and supporting Western powers to seek a balance of power with the Islamic Republic of
Iran in the South West Asia region. Therefore, it has chosen a competitive approach and a challenge
to the Islamic Republic of Iran in geopolitical issues. Accordingly, this research seeks to explore the
geopolitical challenges of Saudi Arabia’s relationship with the Islamic Republic of Iran and its impact
on the South West Asia region.

Methods and Material

This research has done with descriptive-analytical and documentary method and using library data
and geopolitical view. Research data is collected from articles, international news agencies, news
websites, and reputable sources. The realm of research in the region of Southwest Asia and the
Persian Gulf and the realm of the time has been from the Islamic Revolution of Iran in 1979 to 2016.
The main question of the research what is that Saudi Arabia's geopolitical challenges with the Islamic
Republic of Iran and what impact these challenges have on the South West Asia region.

Results and Discussion

After the Islamic Revolution, relations between Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Republic of Iran can be
divided into three terms. Each term had certain geopolitical and political challenges and had a direct
impact on the West Asian region. These three courses are:



1.From the victory of the Islamic Revolution to the end of the Iran-Irag War (1979-1989): In this
term, Iran had a Shiite revolutionary nature with an anti-Western nature, with the goals of issuing a
revolution and a vision of providing regional security without the involvement of trans-national powers.
In contrast, Saudi Arabia is a Wahhabi nature and allies of the United States and the West, and believes
in securing the region with the participation of global powers. By creating a new security and political
structure, the Saudis called on the Co-operation Council to increase their geopolitical weight and
national power in the region in order to confront the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Saudi Arabia and allies
of the Cooperation Council openly supported the Ba'ath regime in the war against Iran.

2. The post-war period of Iran and Iraqg until the end of the twentieth century: Iran after the end of
the war, sought to rebuild its regional role in the Persian Gulf and Southwest Asia, and saw it as a way
of restoring its regional ties with its neighbors. Accordingly, the Islamic Republic of Iran has called for
official relations with Saudi Arabia. The geopolitical challenges rooted in between the two regional
powers failed to create good relations and sustainability.

3.The first decade of the third millennium and recent years: In the term, Saudi relations with Iran
once again entered a stage of cold, competitive and tense relations due to internal political events in the
member states of the Cooperation Council and Iran, and some events outside of the Gulf region and the
international arena. During this period, the political variables affecting the relations between the two
sides were enormous and, on this basis, had a lot of complexity, most notably the Arab Spring and the
Syrian crisis.

Conclusion

Historically and geopolitically, the relations between these two regional powers can be divided into
three terms: From the victory of the Islamic Revolution to the end of the Iran-lrag War (1979-1989),
post-war period of Iran and Irag until the end of the twentieth century, The first decade of the third
millennium and recent years which the most complex taken place in the contemporary era.

In general, the rivalry between the two countries to expand its sphere of influence in the South West
Asia region has exacerbated, spread and sustained more political and geopolitical crises in the region.
The ideological contradictions, conflicting interests and rivalry over the expansion of the spheres of
influence of the two countries have led to geopolitical challenges and numerous political crises that
have spread throughout the region.

Key words: Southwest Asia Region, Geopolitics, Regional Power, Saudi Arabia, Islamic Republic of
Iran.
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