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Introduction

Urban Open spaces are the physical spaces of human interaction and one of the essential
requirements for living in cities. Increasing these spaces has a significant impact on increasing the
health, security and social interaction of citizens. There are several potential to increase this type of
space in the urban spatial organization which governmental offices and organizations are one of the
types. Governmental organizations and offices are usually located in densely populated areas and
have a lot of space that remains unused and while in the same urban areas there are severe
deficiencies in providing urban open space and furniture. Therefore, if the space of these
organizations and offices is used, new open spaces can be created for the city and will create a good
environment for the development of urban furniture and a place for temporary resting of pedestrians.
Rasht city as one of the most important cities in the north of Iran, is in bottleneck in relation to urban
open spaces and it requires the development of urban open spaces in some areas. Therefore, in this
research, after identifying the existing governmental offices and organizations in the city, the
potential for developing urban open spaces is examined and then the capability of the above
organizations ranked in term of creating of open spaces.

Methods and Material

This study is a descriptive- analytical research. Library and documentary method was used to collect
data. In order to identify governmental offices and organization, at first a distance of 500 meters
from the main North-South and East-West streets of the city, which has urban spatial deficits, is
considered. Accordingly, 66 governmental offices were identified. Finally, the AHP method was
used to rank offices in terms of open space office area, street width, distance from green space, type
of visitors, open space width and population density around offices. GIS software is also used to
prepare the maps.



Results and Discussion

Among the research criteria, according to the opinion of experts the types of visitors to the offices
have had the highest score and the lowest score is the distance from the green space. The results of
the studies show that the power distribution company with the weight of 0.24 is the highest rank and
the lowest rating is for the fire department with a weight of 0.03. According to studies, governmental
offices and organizations located in the peripheral regions of the city of Rasht, especially in the south
and south-east of the city, because of their less land value in these areas, have more open spaces than
the central areas of the city and have higher rank and only a few of the offices in the central part of
the city can turn a part of their open spaces into urban open spaces. The parking area of the above
offices and organizations was studied and it was found that most of the above mentioned
organizations had an appropriate and enough parking spaces and the available open space is not used
as parking.

Conclusion

The results show that the governmental offices and organization in the area under review, do not
have the same spatial distribution in the city of Rasht and their concentration in the central areas of
the city is more than other parts. Base on hierarchical analysis, the priorities of each governmental
offices and organization were determined according to their open space related criteria. Studies have
shown that 16.7 percent of organizations have low potential for using open spaces for urban furniture
and temporary use for pedestrians, while 62.1 percent of them are in moderate condition. It is
noteworthy that the highest numbers of them are in the upper and middle densities of Rasht city.
Finally, 21.2 percent of the organizations have a high ability to allocate part of their open space to the
open space for citizens that largest number of them are in the southern entrance of the city that one of
the most important of them was Guilan power distribution company.

Keywords: Urban Open Space, Governmental Offices, AHP, Evaluating the Potential, Rasht City.
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