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Introduction

Over the recent decades, along with the growth of immigration to the cities, and occurrence of the
macrocephaly phenomenon from one side, and the absence of planned and elaborated policies from
the other side, spatial injustice, inequality, and monopolization of space has become more evident. In
order to mitigate the inequalities, it is necessary to identify the obstacles which prevent cities to have
an integrated setting and try to avoid them. Urban segregation as one of the most important motives
in dividing the communities into parted groups is one of those obstacles which have augmented the
rate of deprivation among the groups. Deprivation is a multifaceted phenomenon dealing with
poverty, unemployment and low life expectancy. In this condition, the inner-group relations
substitute the inter-group interactions and this would lower the effect of the middle class and as a
consequence, the unwanted damages such as delinquency will rise. The accumulation of poverty is a
sign of distress in the segregated parts of a city. It seems that segregation has a reciprocate relation
with distress, and the deterioration of urban fabrics.

Mashhad as an age-old city, and like many other Iranian cities, has a Heterogeneous urban fabric
which encircles segregations and deteriorations. Among the 13 municipal districts of Mashhad,
Qassem-Abad in the west-end of the city (10th District), has been chosen as the case of this research.
In this area, one could observe a great deal of spatial segregation, social decline, unwillingness to
move to the area, weak mental image, and bad attributes which have made it a good case to studying
the distress and urban segregation. This research pursues the relation between these two phenomena
as well as a thorough study on the area to depict the multiple aspects of segregation.

Methods and Material

The objective of this research is practical, using a quantitative method and a descriptive-analytical
approach. For making a hypothesis, first, the theoretical backgrounds of urban segregation and
distress are reviewed using the related literature documents. Then for testing the hypothesis which
demonstrates the meaningful relation (and correlation) between segregation and distress, a series of
criteria and index are given. The weight of each index is designated from the experts’ opinion, and by
using the data of the “Mashhad’s Detailed Plan” in the studied area, the actual status of each index
reveals. In the second step, in order to well define the socio-economical and physical segregation, the
‘hot points’ analysis and ‘depth map’ are used. In the third step, the results have been compared and
the final deduction is given.



Results and Discussion

The results of the first step show that social indexes have the most important impact on the
deterioration of urban fabrics. This means that the physical criteria which are the norm for the
designation of deteriorated urban fabrics formulated by the Supreme Council of Urban Planning and
Architecture could not actually determine the real deteriorated areas affected by social deficiencies.
Comparing the official map of the deteriorated areas in the 10th municipal district of Mashhad with
the results of the research shows that the integrated deterioration covers a larger area than what is
projected on the official map.

The results of the second step show the accumulation of socioeconomically similar groups in the
specific parts of the area, while for the physical aspect the fine-grain, small and old dwelling units are
also segregated as distinct clusters. This could also be verified by studying the segregation as a result
of the depth assessment in the fabric. As such this could be declared that the weaker socio-
economical groups are occupying the units which are smaller, older, situated in the depth of the local
network and this will increase the segregation.

The results of the third step show that a very important percent of deteriorated blocks (about 76%)
are occupied by the socio-economically weak groups and as such it could be concluded that
‘deterioration’ and ‘segregation’ have an important reciprocate relation. As a conclusion one could
say that first ‘Qassem-Abad’ had been identified as an affordable district for the deprived and poor
population of the city, afterward other socioeconomically similar groups had been absorbed by this
magnet and gradually the area became agglomerated by the people who brought with them waves of
isolation and segregation.

Conclusion

This research has given three distinct results as the conclusion: first, it has been tangibly observed
that urban segregation has a very clear reciprocate relation with the deterioration of urban fabrics.
Second, there are some areas that are segregated but the integrated deterioration (considering social,
economic and physical conditions as the main components of deterioration), is not yet visible in
them. For these areas, it is strongly probable that deterioration would conquer the field, and hence
areas ‘prone’ to deterioration in near future will abound. So if there would not be any preventive
solutions and policies, the segregation will pave its road to the accumulation of weaker groups which
in its turn, will aggravate the conditions, and make the area fall into rubble. Third, it is very necessary
to undertake special policies and accelerate the fundamental approaches like urban regeneration to
stop the deterioration and distress process. Otherwise, and by the continuation of the process, urban
segregation would be a natural result of the clustering of communities, suffering from poverty and
deprivation.

Keywords: Urban segregation, Distress, Deteriorated urban fabric, Integrated deterioration,
Deprivation, Qassem-Abad Mashhad.
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