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Introduction

In the international literature the interest for growth and development in the rural communities in the
context of economic and social changes is rapidly on the rise and as a strategy for the betterment of
life conditions and the most important solution for villagers’ issues. Revolution in the rural regions in
the developing countries is of special importance, since rural regions have a great role in the
economic and social growth in these countries. Growth and development in other regions depend on
these rural regions. Also, growth in these regions and attaining their development are part of the
essential goals of the sustainable rural development which dramatically shapes the livelihood in rural
regions. But it is possible for these programs not to reach their goals for many reasons. One the
crucial components in this context and analysis of rural affairs, is paying attention to managerial
structure in these communities. Nowadays the role and place of management in all contexts and
venues of the economic and social life of mankind, has come to the front even more than before, and
as the most important aspect in life, growth, development or death a society and movement trend of
the status quo is acknowledged toward fine conditions as what is more than before in the study of
trend of management in the past three periods attracts attention; this means the elimination of the
management element without a proper alternative, and that is why with destruction of traditional
management in the sustainable maintenance of life and activity in rural space, a sort of lack of spatial
productive management appears in the local level which its first implication is the appearance of
instability of environmental resources and the gradual decline in the integrity of rural community and
social economic unity and also in their worst case scenario, the forsaken remaining of residential
units on the rural regions in these periods. Rural management can have an important role in the
matters pertaining to production, environmental matters, environmental matters like water pollution,
losing biological diversity, erosion of ground, and matters pertaining to economy and society in rural
regions. Therefore one of the most important challenges in sustainable rural development is not
paying enough attention to the role of rural management in these communities which if paid
attention, could have an important role in the betterment of the trend of planning for sustainable rural



development. So paying attention to the role of rural management towards sustainable development
and redistribution of resources toward current generation and maintaining quantity and quality of
rural resources is the most important foundation for the production of agricultural products and the
restraint factor of villagers’ immigration, which is a crucial action for rural regions. Also in Dastjerde
in Tarom division, out of 13 villages in the greater village of Dastjerde, 11 have Islamic Council and
village administrator which have responsibilities which have risen from the tenets, goals and policies
of rural and local management, and local management in this region has a special place in the process
of raising awareness and counsel with local residents. In this region rural managers like council
members and rural administrators like other villages have responsibilities in the aspects of social,
economic and environmental-somatic which their performance has a peak and defects. Assessing
their performance as local organization or a representative of the government from one side and from
the other side with regards to the fact that these managers are connected with local people, assessing
and evaluating their performance in the context of sustainable rural development can be the key to
many managerial issues and problems in villages. Therefore, assessing the level of productivity in the
rural context and providing proper solution for an increase in their performance, all seem crucial. So
in this study with the use of local people’s opinions, an investigation has been conducted in the
effects of rural management in the sustainable rural development in the village of Dastjerde (Tarom
division). Therefore, the real research question is the following: how effective has been the role of
the rural management system in the betterment of sustaining the rural development in its different
aspects? And which aspect of the sustainable rural development has had the most impact?

Methods and Material

The current study is among the practical researches and regarding “method” it is considered to have
utilized a “descriptive-analytic” method. Gathering information has been done using the two methods
of “library” and “geodesic.” The statistical population consists of rural households of the village of
Dastjerde in Tarom division (N=7309). 324 households were chosen using Cochran formula and
simple random sampling method as sample community. Then later by giving a visit to these sample
villages research was conducted and regarding the number of households in each village, the
questioning was conducted. The measuring tool in this research has been questionnaire (with an
incontrovertible structure). After gathering data and categorizing them using the SPSS software,
descriptive and inference statistics methods were used for analyzing data. For analyzing the findings
at the inference level, single t test, regression model, and path analysis were used. According to this
for assessing stability, a first sample of 95 questionnaires were conducted as pretest and the level of
trust coefficient was calculated using Cronbach’s alpha. The resultant alpha for different aspects are
shown in table (2). Since the total amount of 0.828 is higher than 0.70, it can be said that the criterion
has an acceptable stability. Also the validity of questionnaire was confirmed by the judgment and
opinions of experts in this context. Villages under study are in the political jurisdiction of Dastjerde
village of Tarom division of the province of Zanjan. According to the 2011 census, the population of
greater village of Dastjerde has been 7309 (2083 households) and containing 13 villages. Out of this
number, 11 villages which also had Islamic Councils and village administrators, were chosen as
sample.



Results and Discussion

The distribution of the mentioned questionnaire among the heads of sample rural households of the
research shows that the most frequency of age among answerers was 20 to 29 which includes 43.3
percent of the entire goal (or sample) population. The education of most answerers was elementary
school graduate, and in regarding occupation, 37 percent of the sample population are involved in
agriculture, regarding gender 79.3 percent of the answerers were male and regarding marital status
68.2 were married. To investigate the four aspects of sustainable development (namely: social,
economic, environmental and environmental-somatic) single t test was used. According to the
findings and with the inclusion of spectral range which ranged from 1 to 5 in the Likert scale, this
amount has been assessed to be more than the desired number of 3 for the aspects of environmental
and environmental-somatic and in the 0.01 alpha level is meaningful. Also, average analysis of these
criteria in the area under study shows the positive impact on the aspects of environmental with an
average of (3.01) and environmentalsomatic with an average of (3.03), which in proportion to other
aspects are on a higher level. In a way that in the aftermath of managers’ activity with regard to
saving the environment of the village, local managers have only done a good job in gathering
garbage from village, garbage burial in surrounding grounds of the village, but in other contexts have
not had much success. In the environmental-somatic context the findings of the research show that
this aspect compared to others is on a higher level, and village administrators with the help of Islamic
Councils have taken positive actions toward building new passageways, improving and renewing
passageways in the area of the village, improving the lighting of passageways and giving
accommodations for proper building with proper stability in the area of the village. In the social
aspect, local managers in attracting people’s cooperation, providing educational and hygienic
grounds and other social aspects, have not had much success and their performance has been assessed
to be weak. Only in some aspects like solving some local and family issues some actions have been
taken. In the economic aspect findings show that local managers in this region which was under
study were not able to have significant activity in the economic aspect. The regression fitting model
for the effective factors in the sustainable rural development on the level of sample households in the
area under study show that (the determinant coefficient is 0.895) independent variables of 89 units if
change determine the dependent variable. To investigate the performance of local managers in the
sustainable development according to the variance analysis test and Fisher statistics (F), and the
meaningful level of less than 0.01 shows that the test assumption is indicative of not meaningfulness
of the regression model with a trust percent of 99 is refused, therefore the regression model regarding
statistics is meaningful and indicates that between the performance of local managers and sustainable
rural development exists a linear and meaningful relationship. The investigation of the regression
impacts of the performance of the local managers in the aspects of sustainable development regarding
a meaningful curve and beta coefficient shows that a varying unit in the standard deviation in the
social, economic, environmental and environmental-somatic aspects have respectively had 0.375,
0.338, 0.133, 0.157 units of impact on dependent variable. So it can be said that the performance of
local managers in the region under study, only has had impacts on sustainable rural development
regarding environmental and environmental-somatic matters. Among the aspects under research,
environmental-somatic aspect with the beta coefficient of 0.375 has had the most impact and after



that economic aspect with the beta coefficient of 0.133 has had the least amount of impact in the
aspects of sustainable rural development in the region under study. In a way that the performance of
local managers has been more in the context of building new passageways, fortifying residential units
and issuing building permit for rural houses, and effectively in the context of the economic livelihood
of rural households have not had much success.

Also, the investigation of the total impact of each of these aspects in sustainable rural development
using the path analysis model shows that the most total impact has been in the environmental-somatic
aspect with the amount of 0.404 and then economic aspect with 0.133 which was the least amount of
total impact in the sustainable development in the region under study. The total impacts attained are
indicative of the fact that the performance of the local mangers in the two aspects of environmental
and somatic are worthy of rumination, in a way that in the somatic aspect, findings show that
building new passageways in the village, improving and renewing of passageways, fortifying
residential units by issuing building permit, observing building, developing and improving the area of
the village, improving the lighting of passageways in the villages and cooperation with managers and
respective authorities in the context of executing rural plans, have had an acceptable and good
performance. In the context of the environmental aspect, findings show that in the context of
maintaining educational and health venues, gathering garbage from the area of the village, hygienic
burial of the garbage outside of the area of the village, have had a partially acceptable performance.
But in other contexts, such as reducing the destruction of rural meadows, saving springs and rural
water canals, reduction in the waste in the water resources of the village, holding educational classes
regarding preserving the environment of the village and training the proper use of rural resources
have had a very weak performance. Regarding social stability, findings are indicative of the fact that
local managers in the context of counseling with local people, creating unity among the residents of
the village, providing amenities and leisure activities, attracting the cooperation of people in public
affairs of the village, holding educational classes have had a very poor performance and only in the
context of participating in ceremonies in the village and cooperation with respective organizations in
the village have had a relatively speaking acceptable performance.

In the context of economic aspect, findings are indicative of the fact that there has not been much
performance and the performance of the local managers has been evaluated to be on a very low level.
Therefore it can be said that of the most important factors in the low performance of the local
managers in the different aspects related to limitation of their authority and responsibility and has
been their low activity range. According to the findings and with regard to the path analysis model,
the most direct impacts of the different aspects on sustainable rural development are respectively
related to environmental-somatic aspect, environmental and social aspect, and the least amount of
direct impact has been observed in the economic aspect. In the context of indirect impacts, the path
analysis model shows that with the exception of economic aspect (without indirect impact), other
aspects (namely, environmental-somatic and social) all have indirect impact on the dependent
variable.



Conclusions

Nowadays one of the most effective solutions in the sustainable rural development is the use of
cooperation and the ability of the people, especially the help and cooperation of the villagers for
growth and development of the rural regions in all aspects. The most important tool in attaining this
goal is establishing no-government organized organizations which according to the needs and wants
of the different groups that are residents of the village, in different topics and necessary topics of
local and indigenous area, to execute the plans of the development of the villages. One of the most
important of these organizations is the organization for the management of the village. Local
management in the form of rural Islamic Council and village administrators that with the legal status
that they have, they are active in the different areas of village, and they have a significant place to
enter the area of executing rural development plans. Regarding the responsibilities of local managers
in villages, performing well in this area is expected of them. Paying attention to the development of
villages is among the very important matters in the act of rural development planning. In the area of
the villages under study in the greater village of Dastjerde, the connection between village managers
and local people in the villages has been reported to be partially low and rural management from the
perspective of residents has had a significant role in the somatic development of rural habitations and
preserving the environment of the village. Evaluating the performance of rural managers as the local
organizations or as the representative of the government, and from another perspective with regard to
the fact that these managers are connected with local people, assessing and evaluating their
performance in the context of sustainable rural development can be the solution to many problems
and issues in the area of management in the villages. Therefore in this study the performance of the
management system of the village has also been evaluated in the betterment of the stability of
development of the Dastjerde village of the Tarom division.

Evaluating the findings of the research in the context of quadruple aspects of sustainable
development (namely, social, economic, environmental-somatic and environmental) shows that the
environmentalsomatic aspect with the average of 3.03 compared to other aspects has been on a higher
level and after that the economic aspect with the average of 2.54 has been on the lowest level.
Assessing the findings of the research in the context of the performance of the local managers in
different aspects of the sustainable development in the region under study is indicative of the fact that
in the environmentalsomatic aspect have had a relatively speaking good impacts. In a way that in the
context of building new passageways in the village, improving and renewing the passageways,
fortifying the residential units through issuing building permit, observing the building process,
growth and development in the area of the village, improving the lighting of the passageways of the
village and cooperation with managers and respective authorities have had a good performance in the
context of executing rural plans. In the context of the performance of the local managers in the
context of environmental-somatic aspect, findings indicate that the performance of the local
managers in this aspect and some matters has been evaluated to be acceptable. Findings indicate that
in the context of keeping educational and health venues, gathering garbage from the area of the
village, burial of the garbage outside the area of the village has been reported to have had a good
performance. But in other contexts such as reducing the destruction of rural meadows, preserving



rural springs and water sources, reducing the waste in the village’s water, holding educational classes
regarding protecting the environment of the village and teaching the proper use of villages resources,
the performance has been very weak. With regard to social and economic stability, findings show
that local managers have not had an acceptable performance. And these managers have only had an
acceptable performance with regard to cooperation with respective organizations. It can be said that
among the most important factors in the low performance of local managers in different aspects is
related to the limitation of their authority and responsibility. Therefore in this context and for the
betterment of the performance of the rural managers in the village area, it is suggested that to
increase the performance of local managers, from the respective organizations (sheriff’s office,
governorship, and city government) in villages, be given more authority and increase their range of
work; with the enforcement of the mutual feeling among local managers and people and local
reporters toward the better performance of managers, local people should cooperate more with them;
local government and organizations by allocating more financial credit, could enhance the
performance of village administrators and rural councils; regarding the importance of the essential
needs in the life of villagers and in order to improve life standards and also to increase the
contentedness of villagers from local managers, more prosecutions should be done from local
management by cooperating with authorities and asking for different plans and projects necessary.
Since in rural regions, economic aspects are the least important when trying to attain sustainable rural
development, with the increase in the work domain of the rural managers and giving proper amenities
and enough credit for them, seeing to the livelihood needs of the rural household should become a
priority.

At the end it is touched upon that the results of the previous research conducted in the context of the
role of rural management in the rural development is indicative of the fact that the performance of the
rural managers in the somatic context and issuing permit for building is effective; it is worth noting
that some of the findings of the research approve of this point. The reason for this is responsibilities
and authorities of managers in this context. But in the economic and social context the performance
of the rural managers has not yielded great results. Also the studies that have been conducted earlier,
have been more related to the context of the performance of the managers in the context of the
somatic space of rural habitations and less related to the investigation of the direct and indirect
impacts of the rural managers in the stability of the growth of the rural habitations. So it is crucial
that in this regard the people involved and planners of the process of development in rural regions
pay attention to the importance of local management and its role in the stability and livelihood of the
rural households. Since paying attention to planning is done from bottom up and by indigenous
people themselves and it is a crucial matter with regard to rural development and it is a political tool
to attain stability of resources in the rural regions, in the end all of this shall lead to development and
growth of the rural regions, growth and development in the country as a whole.

Keywords: Rural management, Stability of development, Rural development, The greater village of
Dastjerde.



References

- Badibanga. T, Ragasa. C and Ulimwengu. J (2013). Assessing the Effectiveness of
Multistakeholder Platforms: Agricultural and Rural Management Councils in the Democratic

- Republic of the Congo, INTERNATIONAL FOOD POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTE,
Electronic copy available at: http://ssrn.com/abstract =2249799.

- Badibanga. T, Ragasa. C, and Ulimwengu. J, (2013). Assessing the Effectiveness of
Multistakeholder Platforms: Agricultural and Rural Management Councils in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, International Food Policy Ressearch Institute, Volume 2, pp 1- 32.

- Budsakorn. S., Songkoon, C., Boonchai, P., Thongwol, N. (2010). Use of indigenous knowledge
for conservation and development of fishing career at the Lampao Damin Northeast. Journal of
Social Sciences, Volume 6, Issue 3, PP. 315-319.

- Christen. M and Schmidt. S, (2012), A Formal Framework for Conceptions of Sustainability — a
Theoretical Contribution to the Discourse in Sustainable Development, Sustainable Development,
Volume 20, Issue 6, PP. 400- 410.

- Coriaa. J, Calfucurab. E (2012). Ecotourism and the development of indigenous communities:
The good, the bad, and the ugly, Journal Ecological Economics, Volume 73, pp 47- 55.

- Figueroa. E and Rotarou.E.L (2016). Sustainable Development or Eco-Collapse: Lessons for
Tourism and Development from Easter Island, Sustainability, Volume 8, Issue 11, pp 1- 26.

- Filips.R and pitman. R. H (2009). An Introduction To Community Development, Simultaneously
published in the USA and Canada by Routledge 270 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016, USA.

- Fitri Amir. A, Abd Ghapar. A, Jamal. S. A and Khairun Najiah Ahmad (2015). Sustainable
tourism development: A study on community resilience for rural tourism in Malaysia, Social and
Behavioral Sciences, Volume 168, PP. 116-122.

- Gentle. P, Maraseni. T. N (2012). Climate change, poverty and livelihoods: adaptation practices
by rural mountain communities in Nepal, Environmental Science and Policy 21, Volume 15,
Issuel, PP. 24-34.

- Husnah, N, Saleh S. Ali, M, Salman, D, Hijjang, P, Djufry, F and Amidah Amrawaty (2014).
Merging Indigenous and Modern Knowledge in Agricultural Development, International Journal
of Agriculture System (IJAS), December 2014, VVolume 2, Issue 2, PP.141-151.

- loppolo. G, Cucurachi. S, Salomone. R, Saija. G and Lei Shi (2016). Sustainable Local
Development and Environmental Governance: A Strategic Planning Experience, Journal

- Sustainability, Volume 8, Issue 2, PP.1-16.

- Isserman. A. M, Feser. E, Warren. D. E (2009). Why some rural places prosper and others do not,
International regional science review, Volume 32, Issue 3, PP. 300-342.

- Kolawople, D (2001). Local Knowledge Utilization and Sustainablerural development in the 21 St
Century, Indigenous Knowledge and Development Monitor, VVolume 9, Issue 3, PP.13-15.

- Kumar. D. P, Bhavani R. V and M. S. Swaminathan (2014). A Farming System Model to
Leverage Agriculture for Nutritional Outcomes, Agricultural Research, September 2014, Volume
3, Issue 3, PP. 193-203.

- Malhan, 1. V, Shivanama, R (2007). Impact of globalization and emerging information
communication technologies on agricultural knowledge transfer to small farmers in India. World
Liberary and Information Congress, Retrieved August 25, PP.325.



- Moreno Pires. S, Fidélis. T and Tomas B. Ramos (2014). Measuring and comparing local
sustainable development through common indicators: Constraints and achievements in practice,
International Journal of Urban Policy and Planning, Volume 39, PP.1-9.

- Nefedova. T. T, (2013), Transformation of agriculture in Russia: mythology and reality, The
universe of Russia, Volume 22, Issue 1, PP. 29-60.

- Rist. S, Chidambaranathan. M, Escobar. C, Wiesmann. U, and Zimmermann. N (2007). Moving
from sustainable management to sustainable governance of natural resources: The role of social
learning processes in rural India, Bolivia and Mali, Journal of Rural Studies, Vol.23,lIssuel,
PP.23-37.

- Shao. G, Li. F and Tang, L, (2011). Multidisciplinary perspectives on sustainable development,
Journal International Journal of Sustainable Development & World Ecology,Vol.18, Issue 3,
PP.187- 189.

- Springett. D (2013). Editorial: Critical Perspectives on Sustainable Development, Sustainable
Development, Volume 21, Issue 2, PP.73-82.

- Stefan. E. B (2014). The Management Education of the Rural Entrepreneur, The Amfiteatru
Economic Journal, 2014, Volume 16, Issue 37, PP. 939- 949.

- Tikai, P, Kama. A, (2010), A Study of Indigenous Knowledge and Its Role to Sustainable
Agriculture in Samoa, Ozean Journal of Social Sciences, Vol. 3, Issue 1, PP. 65-66.

- Vadivelu, A, Kiran, B.R, (2013), Problems and Prospects of Agricultural Marketing in India: an
Overview, International Journal of Agricultural and Food Science, Vol.3, Issue 3, PP.108-118.

- Van Zeijl-Rozema, A., Martens, P. (2010). An adaptive indicator framework for monitoring
regional sustainable development: A case study of the INSURE project in Limburg, The
Netherlands. Sustainability: Science, Practice and Policy, Volume 6, Issue 1, PP. 6-17.

- Visser. O, Spoor. M, (2011). Land grabbing in post- Soviet Eurasia: the world’s largest
agricultural land reserves at stake, The Journal of Peasant Studies, VVol.38, Issue 2, PP.299-323.

- Wezel. A, Brives. H, Casagrande. M., Clément. C, Dufour. A and P. Vandenbroucke (2016).
Agroecology territories: places for sustainable agricultural and food systems and biodiversity
conservation, Agrroecolyand Sustanablee Food Systems, Volume 40, Issue 2, PP.132-144.

- PoorRamezan, Eisa, Alinaghipoor, Maryam and Ebrahim Tofighjoo (1395). The assessment of the
performance of the village administrators from the perspective of villages with the help of the
kano model (case study: the village of siah stalbakh — the province of Rasht), rural research and
planning magazine, year 5, number 2, consecutive 14, PP.131-146.

- Hosseini Abri, Seyyed Hasan (1380). Entry for Iran’s rural geography, University of Isfahan
Press, 1* edition, Isfahan.

- Reza zade, Razie, Selsele, Ali (1389). A review on the policies of local sustainable development
with an approach toward base and emphasis on somatic and social capital, urbanization and
architecture publication, second period, number 4, PP.121-1309.

- Rezvani, Mohammad Reza (1383). Aan introduction to rural development planning in Iran,
Tehran: Ghoomas publication.

- Rafeian, Mojtaba, Hoodansi, Hanie (1388). Reproduction of social capitals in the neighborhoods
in an approach to sustainable development of local communities, The name of the Magazine:
Pajooheshname, numer 40, PP.9-48.



- Rokn e Din Eftekhari Abdol Reza, Sajasi Gheydari Hamdollah, Einali and Jamshidi (1386). An
outlook on rural management with an emphasis on effective organizations, village and
development, period 10, number 2, PP.1-30.

- Rokn e Din Eftakhari, Abdol Reza (1389). Management of rural development (theoretical
foundations), Tehran, SAMT publication, PP.263.

- Roomiani, Ahmad, Einali, Jamshid, and Heidar Salehi Mishani (1393). The role of management

in the development of rural communities to counter the risks of earthquake (case study: village of

Zaghe, province of Khorram Abad), rural research and planning, year 3, number 4 (1393).

Consecutive number 8, PP. 93-106.

Saeid, Abbas (1389). The foundations of rural geography, SAMT publication, third edition,

Tehran.

Seidali, Mohsen, Sadeghi, Gholam and Zahra Mirzaei Goodarzi (1390). The place of management

in the advancement of the goals of rural development as a case study of the village of Javanmardi

(province of Lordegan), regional planning quarterly, year 1, number 2, PP.79-91.

Seidaer, Seyyed Eskandar (1387). rural planning in Iran, University of Isfahan Jahad Deneshgahi,

first edition, Isfahan.

Anabestani Ali Akbar, Hatami Nejad Hojjat (1391). Modern rural management and its role in the

revolutionizing habitations with respect to the performance of village administrators (case study:

the village Mish Khas — The province if Ilam), regional geography and planning, year 2, number

2, PP. 121-140.

Ghods Gharje, Ahmad (1391). reducing the risk of natural disaster known as flood in the rural

regions with an emphasis on the local capacities (an unpublished master’s degree thesis),

University of Zanjan, Zanjan, Iran.

Ghadiri Masoom, Mojtaba, Riahi, Vahid (1383). The investigation of tenets and challenges of

rural management in Iran, Geographical studies, period 36, number 50, PP. 177-198.

Ghanbari, Siroos, Bahrami, Keyvan (1395). Local management and its role in the somatic

development of rural habitations (case study: the province of Chenaran), regional planning

quarterly, year 6, consecutive number 22, PP.135-146.

Motoei, Langaroodi, Seyyed Hasan, Soori, Farshad and Mehdi Cheraghi (1395). the analysis of

the stability of the relationship between family exploitation system and food safety in the rural

regions of the village of Ghani Beigloo, Zanjan, human geography studies, period 48, number 1,

PP. 1972009.

Mahdavi Hajolooei, Masood, Najafi Kani, Ali Akbar (1384). village administrators, another

experience in the management of Iran’s villages (case study: village administrators of the West

Azerbaijan province), geographical studies, period 37, number 53, PP. 21-39.

Yari Hesar, Arastoo, Bakhtar, Soheila (1395). The evaluation of sustainable rural tourism criteria

from the perspective of local community and tourists (case study: province of Nir), regional

planning quarterly, year 6, consecutive number 22, PP.121-134.



