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migration information was also conducted in the form of a two-by-two paired matrix in Gephi.
ArcGIS and SPSS were also used for spatial and statistical analyses. The research findings show
that the central provinces in our country, especially the provinces of Tehran, Alborz, Isfahan, and
Khorasan Razavi, are the most important centers of population migration. The relationship
between the centrality of population input and economic growth in the activities of the financial
services, business, and public services sectors is positive and significant. These economic sectors
have the greatest impact on shaping population flows. In contrast, economic activities related to
agriculture, industry, and mining have a negative impact on the population migration process. In
the continuation and effectiveness of these effects, it is possible to change or weaken the economic

Pchmgtrigzz role of the provinces of our country from the agricultural, industrial, and mining sectors to the
Immigratio’n, service sectors. This can affect the capabilities and capacities of these regions. Therefore,
Economic Growth, designing coherent spatial policies requires understanding the two-way links and strengthening the
Economic Role. development infrastructure in the provinces of our country.
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1. Introduction

The phenomenon of immigration as one of the complex and multi -faceted issues of demographic, social and
economic has received serious attention in recent years at national and global level. Contrary to the past when
migration was carried out on a limited scale, today's widespread population displacement has significant
consequences on the origin and destination areas. Internal migration in Iran, while changing the spatial
distribution of the population, has also affected the economic structure of the provinces and has led to the creation
of geographical clusters of growth and stagnation. These currents in many cases lead to the focus of facilities in
some areas and deprivation in other areas. In such a context, changing economic roles in different regions,
especially as a result of declining or increasing population, is important. Accordingly, the main purpose of this
study is to investigate the relationship between population migration and economic role -playing. The central
question of the article is whether the movement of population can weaken or strengthen economic roles in the
provinces, and what is the consequence of these dynamics for regional balance and development planning.
Answering this question can help policymakers manage resource and reduce spatial inequality.



mailto:F.pouyakhah@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22111/gdij.2025.52406.3748

Geography and Development 3 176 Vol. 24, No. 84

2. Materials and Methods

The research, with a quantitative approach and in the form of an applied study, examines the relationship
between inter -Islamic migration and the economic role of the provinces in Iran. Economic data are extracted
from the central bank'’s regional accounts over a period of 1 to 2 and are calculated based on the added value of
economic activities separately and based on the actual per capita population. These data have been used in the
form of three components of data, output and intermediary consumption, and after adjustment with the
provincial price index, they have been used to estimate regional economic growth. Immigration data have also
been collected through the formation of a couple matrix for a similar period and analyzed using input and
output center indicators within the framework of network analysis in Gephi software. ArcGIS and SPSS
software has also been used for spatial and supplement analytics. The use of this integrated approach has
enabled multidimensional analysis of the impact of immigration patterns on the economic developments of the
provinces from a spatial and network perspective.

3. Results and Discussion

Analysis of economic and demographic developments in our provinces shows that the dynamics of domestic
migration has been one of the factors contributing to the economic role of different regions. The results show
that the patterns of the province's economic roles have been changed from focusing on agriculture and industry
to financial, public and business services; A change that is directly connected with the movement of population
and the focus of human resources in urban centers. In this regard, sectors such as agriculture and mining, which
played an economic role in Ardebil, Kerman and Zanjan provinces, have gradually weakened and replaced the
service. The internal migration network, using the input and output center indicators, shows that provinces such
as Tehran, Isfahan, Khorasan Razavi and Alborz as immigrant poles play a more prominent role in service
activities. Statistical analysis also suggests that the high centrality of the population's input is positive and
significant with the growth of value added in the financial and public services sectors, while the relationship is
negative in agriculture and mining. The edited regression model also shows that the economic variables are
capable of explaining the migration pattern 84 %. The findings suggest that immigration is not only a response
to spatial inequalities and job opportunities, but also an important driver of changing the economic role of the
provinces to the service -oriented economy.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this study show that internal migration in Iran plays a decisive role in redefining the economic
role of the provinces. The focus of immigration currents, especially towards metropolises such as Tehran,
Isfahan and Khorasan Razavi, has been associated with the strengthening of the financial, public and business
services sector in these areas, and in the contrary, agricultural and mining -based provinces have weakened the
economic role and dynamic reduction. The negative relationship between migration and the share of
manufacturing activities indicates the inefficiency of traditional economic structures in the competition to
attract population. The pattern emphasizes that immigration is not only a consequence of spatial inequality, but
also its intensification and the main driver of change in the economic structure of geographical spaces. The
design of coherent spatial policies requires understanding this mutual bond and strengthening development
infrastructure in the immigrant areas.
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