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Received in revised form: . VVhen space takes form and place is elevated to the status of human habitation, human needs and
16 October 2025 objectives within it are shaped by various factors. Each place, by virtue of its unique
Accepted: characteristics, possesses the potential for territorial creativity. These potentials provide a
20 October 2025 foundation for individuals to shape and develop their cultural and social values. In other words,
;’gi’/‘li:;gg 206”“"93 the inherent creativity of each place and territory serves as the primary context through which

people interact with these potentials and transform them into cultural values and innovations. The
identity that emerges from this process can give rise to distinct regions characterized by
geographical indications. Geographical indications are elements that define the geographical
identity of a region and shape its territorial creativity. Protecting these indications plays a vital role
in fostering environmental dynamism and sustainability, while the emergence of environmental
creativity can drive regional development. The relationship between geography, the understanding
of spatial creativity, and the protection of geographical indications represents the first step toward
harmonizing human actions with the environment. Accordingly, the preservation of geographical
indications as markers of environmental identity and the recognition of creativity will align
strategies for social development in a way that does not conflict with the nature and identity of a
place. At this stage, understanding such a “bio-code” can lay the foundation for the sustainability
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1. Introduction

Today, geographical concepts and Geographical Indications are recognized as fundamental pillars of economic,
social, and cultural advancement in various societies. Geography not only involves the study of the
environment and its natural characteristics but also serves as a tool for defining the identity and cultural and
economic values of a place. Geographical Indications represent the potential environmental assets that manifest
through human actions, and their management and protection directly influence the development of regions. In
geography, there are three main levels of analysis: the territorial level, the regional level, and the local level,
each of which impacts creativity and cultural identity in different ways. This article explores the theory of
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regional creativity and Geographical Indications, demonstrating how a place can be creative and achieve
innovation and economic progress. Additionally, Geographical Indications act as effective tools for preserving
traditional knowledge and fostering local economies. Given technological advancements and the role of
intellectual property, these indications can serve as catalysts for regional creativity and ensure product quality.
Ultimately, this research examines the connections among the natural, cultural, and economic factors of various
regions, emphasizing the importance of understanding these concepts for policymakers and researchers in
promoting sustainable economic dynamics and protecting local identity.

2. Materials and Methods

The research method employed in this study is meta-analysis, which involves reviewing previous studies to
develop a comprehensive perspective on the theory of regional creativity ¢ geographical indications. To
achieve the concept of regional creativity ® geographical indications, a relatively extensive search was
conducted in databases such as Google Scholar, Scopus and others. Books ®'d articles presenting various
theories with specific originality regarding this concept were selected.Theories studied include Hudson’s
geographical location theory, economic geography theory, human capital theory, entrepreneurial ecosystems
theory , knowledge development & dissemination theory, institutional and policy theory, and infrastructure and
connectivity theory. The content related to regional creativity and geographical indications was summarized
and analyzed as a unified theory.

3. Results and Discussion

The most significant achievement gained in the initial phase of the research is the understanding of the
evolution and volume of work conducted in this field over time. Revisiting the concept of intellectual property
is crucial for individuals and organizations seeking to protect their innovations, maintain competitive
advantage, and ensure fair compensation for their creative efforts.

Creativity can be directly interpreted at three levels of analysis (territorial, regional, and local). This approach
leads to a different understanding of space and enables its examination and analysis from a creative
perspective—one that is significant not only from a geographical viewpoint but also from cultural, social, sense
of place, and even artistic perspectives. Analysis at various scales can guide the way humans perceive and
interact with space in innovative and creative ways, and this multidimensional connection embodies the
essence of geography.

Geographical indications and regional creativity serve as key elements linking nature, culture, and economic
development, playing a significant role in shaping place identity, enhancing regional innovation, and preserving
cultural heritage. This research demonstrates that geographical indications not only function as tools for
protecting traditional knowledge and enhancing the local economy but can also be utilized as instruments for
competing in global markets and creating added value for regional products.

On the other hand, regional creativity, by leveraging indigenous knowledge and innovating in the use of natural
resources, offers sustainable patterns for designing structures and human productions that not only respond to
environmental challenges but also preserve cultural heritage. In this context, regional innovation systems and
the role of intellectual property geography in the spatial distribution of economic opportunities highlight the
importance of supportive policies and investment in regional infrastructures.

The findings emphasize that the relationship between nature, culture, and innovation can pave the way for
sustainable development, strengthen the local economy, and enhance the quality of life in various regions.
Therefore, implementing comprehensive policies for the protection of geographical indications, strengthening
innovation ecosystems, and harnessing creativity at different geographical levels not only contributes to
economic and cultural growth but also aids in preserving national identity and enhancing the international
standing of the country.



Vol. 24, No. 83 Geography and Development £ 69

4. Conclusion

This research introduces a new theory titled “Regional Creativity and Geographical Indications,” demonstrating
that Geographical Indications play a crucial role in defining local identity and strengthening the connection
between humans and their environment. It emphasizes that such indications, in addition to preserving cultural
heritage and traditional knowledge, activate regional capacities for innovation and sustainable economic and
social development. The interaction between natural resources and the unique characteristics of each region
provides a suitable foundation for regional creativity and sustainable growth. Local identity is shaped by social,
cultural, historical, economic, and aesthetic factors, leading to the creation of distinct areas with special
Geographical Indications. These indications, whether natural or man-made, not only reflect the environmental,
cultural, economic, and social features of a region but also play a significant role in attracting tourists,
strengthening the local economy, and preserving cultural and natural heritage by highlighting regional values.
On the other hand, environmental creativity refers to the ability to leverage the unique capacities of a region to
design new products and services, laying the groundwork for innovation and sustainable development. The link
between Geographical Indications and environmental creativity indicates that the intelligent utilization of local
resources and characteristics not only preserves regional identity but also transforms these areas into hubs of
innovation and progress. Ultimately, Geographical Indications and environmental creativity serve as two
powerful tools that can enhance local identity and create new pathways for sustainable growth and innovation
in various regions. This research provides valuable strategies for policymakers and development practitioners
by examining the importance of protecting Geographical Indications and utilizing creativity at different
geographical levels, enabling diverse regions to become centers of innovation, development, and sustainable
progress.

Keywords: Geographical indications, Regional creativity, Regional innovation, Spatial identity, Herding systems.
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