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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, in the world's rural tourist destinations, providing opportunities for entrepreneurship development
has become a multivariate necessity to eliminate unsustainable tourism. Because entrepreneurship can have an
effect on creating a balance between tourism and sustainability by providing the necessary practical resources
and take effective steps towards recreating rural development. Therefore, the purpose of the present study is to
present a desirable model for developing sustainable rural tourism entrepreneurship in Rasht county. The
research method is a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods to examine diverse perspectives. The
sequential approach is exploratory, in that the qualitative method was used first and then the quantitative
method. The statistical population of the qualitative section was 19 academic experts, experts, tourism and
entrepreneurship managers. The data collection method was two library and field methods, and the data
collection tools were open questionnaires and semi-structured interviews collected through a grounded theory
or grounded data approach. The sampling method was purposive sampling. Data analysis was carried out in
three stages: open, axial and selective coding, and then MAXQDA software was used for more detailed
analysis, and finally a qualitative research model was presented. In the quantitative section, the statistical
population was 24 entrepreneurs and tourism and handicraft activists in the region. The data collection tool
was a researcher-made questionnaire and sampling was done using a theoretical and purposeful method. Data
analysis was performed using the ISM model and MICMAC analysis, and the type of components was
determined. The results of the two quantitative and qualitative sections were combined using the Connecting
method and the research model was combined or sequential. The result of integrating the findings of the
present combined research shows that the barriers C16, C13, C10, C2, C1, through the correct implementation
of the educational and promotional strategy, the barrier C12, through the implementation of the psychological
strategy, the barriers C6, C11, through the use and inclusion of the participatory strategy, the barriers C7, C8,
C9, C14, through the correct implementation and continuation of the supportive and catalytic strategy, the
barriers C3, C15, C17, C18, through the correct implementation of the research and development strategy, and
finally the barriers C4, C5, C19, C20, through the implementation of the strategy of reforming the laws and
regulations, will be effective in developing sustainable rural tourism entrepreneurship in rural settlements of
Rasht county and the sustainability of local lifestyles.
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1. Introduction

Today, in the world's rural tourist destinations, providing opportunities for entrepreneurship development has become
a multivariate necessity to address unsustainable tourism. This is because the idea has spread that entrepreneurship
can have an effect on creating a balance between tourism and sustainability by providing the necessary practical

resources and take effective steps towards recreating rural development. This study will contribute to a deeper
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understanding of how tourism professionals, actors involved in the public, private, local communities, and potential
absent actors perceive the consequences of development in various economic, socio-cultural, governance,
environmental, human resources, and environmental infrastructures where there are weaknesses. It is expected that
by developing the necessary insights and strategies, significant management consequences will be achieved for
managers at different levels, policymakers, planners, and local communities to realize sustainable tourism alongside
the agricultural function of the region and, as a result, local sustainable development. Therefore, for a more
comprehensive understanding of the subject, the present study, using a mixed research method, seeks to answer the
main question: What is the appropriate model for developing entrepreneurship based on sustainable rural return in
rural settlements, a tourist destination in Rasht County?

2. Materials and Methods

The research method of the present study is a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods to examine diverse
perspectives. The sequential exploratory approach is that the qualitative method was used first and then the
quantitative method was used. The statistical population of the qualitative section was 19 academic experts, experts,
tourism and entrepreneurship managers. The data collection method was two library and field methods, and the data
collection tools were open-ended questionnaires and semi-structured interviews through a grounded theory or
grounded data approach. The sampling method was purposive and theoretical until theoretical saturation was
achieved. Data analysis was in three stages: open, axial, and selective coding. Then, MAXQDA software was used
for more detailed analysis, and finally, a qualitative research model was presented. In the quantitative section, the
statistical population was 24 entrepreneurs and tourism and handicraft activists in the region. The data collection tool
was a researcher-made questionnaire and the sampling was theoretical and purposeful. Data analysis was performed
using the ISM model and MICMAC analysis, the type of components was determined. After collecting and
analyzing data from both qualitative and quantitative sections, data integration was performed.

3. Results and Discussion

The purpose of conducting this mixed-method research with an independent paradigm is to gain a deeper
understanding and a complete picture of the research problem. In other words, this method of analysis provides a
holistic view of a phenomenon and the integration of both deductive (quantitative) and inductive (qualitative)
thinking to better understand the research topic for policymakers, planners and investors, activists and the local
community, and provides broader access to strong and exploratory empirical evidence. It is clear that what makes the
nature of the mixed-method research method stand out and distinguish it from other methods is the integration of
data, and not the collection and analysis of data from the two qualitative and quantitative parts of the research.
Therefore, the data of the two parts of the present study are combined using the connecting method and are as
follows:



Vol. 24, No. 83

Geography and Development [ 3

Table 16: Integration of the results of qualitative and quantitative research methods

Barriers to
Sustainable Rural
Tourism
. C3, C15, C17 C16, C13, C10
Entrepreneurship in| C4, C5, C19, C20 ' i ' |C7,C8, C9, Cl14 C6, C11 C12 ! ! '
C18 C2,C1
Rasht County
(Qualitative
Section)
Partici I
Strategy for artic patory strategy
reforming laws and Supportive and (encouraging and
g . Research and pp_ facilitating the Psychological | Educational and
regulations catalytic strategy . .
- development - formation of strategy promotional
(reviewing the (establishing . L
LV strategy . . cooperation networks (providing strategy
licensing processes | ., .- . tourism business . ;
Strategy to remove - (identifying the between counseling and (conducting
- for rural tourism L accelerator . L
obstacles in the - . capacities and - entrepreneurs, psychological | training courses,
- businesses in order centers with .
quantitative sector needs of rural ) . government support programs | skill development
to remove legal - financial, LT -
tourism and . institutions and local | before and during and
obstacles and - - technical, and -
- innovative : organizations to the work of empowerment of
facilitate the . consulting  |. .
- services, etc.) increase the exchange| entrepreneurs) villagers)
activities of local support) .
of experiences and

entrepreneurs)

common interests)

Source: Authors, 2025

4. Conclusion

The results of the two quantitative and qualitative parts of the study introduced a range of necessary stimuli or drivers
for the development of entrepreneurship in the study area. Because this area is located in a developing country with
inequality and instability, the tools needed for the development of rural tourism entrepreneurship are more developed
than in a developed country. This study introduced educational and promotional, psychological, participatory,
supportive and catalytic strategies, research and development, and reform of restrictive laws and regulations as
necessary requirements for the development of sustainable rural tourism entrepreneurship in Rasht county. Taking
the strategic steps proposed in this study can bring consequences such as human development, governance
development, economic development, socio-cultural development, environmental development, and environmental
infrastructure development in the local community of the study area. The results of this study are helpful to other
researchers, policymakers and planners, investors, executive managers, and the local community. It will also provide
a starting point for eliminating instability and progressing through the stages of evolution in the functioning of rural
tourism in Rasht County, while ensuring the sustainability of agriculture and the rural fabric.

Keywords: Unsustainable tourism, Employment resources, Tourism entrepreneurship development, Rural
development regeneration, Rasht County.
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