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1. Introduction

The provinces of Iran can be divided into two groups: border and non-border provinces. Due to their
geographical characteristics and international interactions, border provinces are particularly exposed to security
and economic challenges, which can negatively impact their development process. These regions hold
significant importance for national security, national interests, and national power due to their direct influences
on the political, security, economic, and socio-cultural dimensions of the country (Zaki & Ranjbari Chichoran,
2022: 1195). Moreover, their economic potential and the high volume of trade with various countries
significantly contribute to the economic prosperity of the nation (Yeganegi, 2024: 77). On the other hand, non-
border provinces may also be affected by security and economic fluctuations in neighboring areas. A precise
identification and analysis of the relationship between development and security can assist policymakers in
formulating more effective strategies for sustainable development and national security. Additionally, this
investigation can facilitate sustainable development in both groups (border and non-border provinces) and
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ultimately contribute to the establishment of stability and public welfare in the country. Therefore, the primary
aim of this research is to examine the relationship between development and security in Iran's border and non-
border provinces, assessing the status of development as an independent variable and the security situation in
these provinces as a dependent variable. The research argues that there is a significant relationship between
development and security in both border and non-border provinces.

2. Materials and Methods

The nature of the present research is applied, and it is descriptive-analytical in type. The data for this study
have been extracted from the Statistical Center of Iran for the year 2022 through library research. The statistical
population of this research consists of 31 provinces of Iran based on the latest political divisions of the country
(Statistical Center of Iran, 2022). Four dimensions (sociocultural, economic, physical infrastructure, and
environmental) were used to evaluate the development status of the provinces under consideration, 38
indicators were used, and 17 indicators were employed to assess the security status. In this research, the
development variable is considered the independent variable, and the security variable is the dependent
variable. The analysis of the collected data was conducted quantitatively using the software programs EXCEL,
GIS, and SPSS. Various methods were employed for data analysis, where the OPA model was utilized for
weighting the indicators; this method is one of the latest multi-criteria decision-making approaches introduced
by Ataei et al. (2020). The VIKOR multi-criteria decision-making method was used to evaluate the
development status of the provinces, while a geographically weighted regression method was applied to
examine the relationship between security as the dependent variable and development as the independent
variable. Finally, an independent two-sample t-test was used to assess the differences in security and
development status between the two groups of border and non-border provinces. Expert opinions from a sample
of 5 were utilized for weighting the study's indicators.

3. Result and Discussion

The security assessment of the provinces indicates that South Khorasan province is in the best security situation
with an index of (1-Q) 0.140, while Lorestan province is in the worst condition with a value of (1-Q) 0.779.
The provinces were clustered into five security categories: very low, low, medium, high, and very high.
Ardabil, Golestan, Semnan, Razavi Khorasan, Kerman, Kohgiluyeh Boyer-Ahmad, and Lorestan provinces fall
into the very low cluster, while West Azarbaijan, Kurdistan, Zanjan, Hamadan, Hormozgan, and South
Khorasan are in the very high cluster. In assessing the development status of the provinces, South Khorasan
with a value of (Q) 0.292 is at the highest level, while Sistan and Baluchestan with a value of (Q) 0.972 is at the
lowest level of development. The provinces are clustered into five development levels, with deprived provinces
including Sistan and Baluchestan and Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, and affluent provinces including Gilan,
Alborz, Tehran, and South Khorasan. According to the results of the independent two-sample t-test, no
significant difference was observed in the status of security and development between border and non-border
provinces. However, the results of the geographically weighted regression test indicate that in border provinces,
security is 42% dependent on development, whereas in non-border provinces, it is 63% dependent. The
relationship between security and development in non-border provinces shows an ascending trend from the
southeastern to the northwestern regions, while in border provinces, the trend is the opposite, ascending from
the northwestern to the southeastern regions.

4. Conclusion

An examination of the relationship between development and security in Iran's border and non-border
provinces indicates that development plays a crucial role in establishing and maintaining security in these areas.
Non-border provinces, which have better infrastructure, public services, and economic opportunities, generally
experience higher levels of security. For instance, investments in education, health, and job creation can help
reduce grievances and social tensions, thereby strengthening security in these regions. Conversely, border
provinces, facing greater economic and social challenges, may be more exposed to security threats. In these
areas, a lack of development and job opportunities can lead to increased dissatisfaction and unlawful behaviors.
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Therefore, to enhance security across all provinces of the country, policymakers need to focus on sustainable
and balanced development, creating necessary infrastructures, and reinforcing foundations in socio-cultural,
economic, physical infrastructure, and environmental dimensions. This approach could reduce existing
disparities and ultimately contribute to increased security and stability throughout the country.

Iran's planning system, relying on neoclassical theory and the core-periphery model, has over time created
developmental and regional inequalities among the provinces. This disparity is particularly evident between
border and non-border provinces. Despite the significant economic potential in border areas, these regions still
exhibit a lower level of development compared to non-border provinces. This situation reflects inefficiencies in
resource allocation and insufficient attention to these areas' relative advantages. Additionally, recent events in
Iran's border areas have led to various security challenges that can significantly affect the developmental
trajectory of these regions. In the neoclassical perspective, emphasizing economic efficiency and optimal
resource allocation requires consideration of social and security conditions as well. Therefore, to address
existing inequalities and enhance development levels in border areas, economic policies must be designed and
implemented considering all dimensions and challenges, especially regarding security.

Keywords: Development, Security, Border and non-Border provinces, Iran.
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