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Introduction

In presented plans as urban projects, it can be generally seen that there is a considerable gap between
goals, implementation actions and the nature of urban planning practice. Planning is not a linear
process but a complicated process and involve a great number of actors. Planners, policy makers,
urban managers need to act away from political vagaries. In administrative systems of countries such
as Iran, up to down decision- making leads to reduction of other actors’ power in front of urban
managing powers. The proposed scheme by Tehran Beautification Organization for Shahrivar St.
(between Imam Hossein Square and Shohada Square) and transforming it into a place where religious
and ritual ceremony can be held is one of the projects that despite the wide network involved in it, the
rate of public participation has been low. This has led to a remarkable gap between the project's
objectives and the reality of the project being implemented. This paper seeks to explore the various
factors which affect the product of urban planning, factors which are connected to the structure of
power in the project’s network. In order to analyze these factors and identify all of them as factors
influencing the communication among the participants and decision-making process, several steps
have been taken. Frist of all, Habermas and Foucault's theories were studied after that shortcomings
and supplements of their theories beside the relation between networked society and urban planning
were discussed. Ultimately, the quality enhancement plan of 17 Shahrivar street was examined.

Methods and Material

The leading paper is an applied research type based on descriptive-analytical method and the research
is qualitative. By applying purposive sampling, focus group and interviews, required data were
collected and analyzed. For more in-depth information, actors answered to designed questions in a
semi structured interviews. Four focus groups were formed to receive and control information.
Discussions were conducted in groups of 6-9 people over a period of about 60 minutes around
specific questions.



Results and Discussion

Finally, we have reviewed and identified the characteristics of the main actors, their roles and
responsibilities, their understanding of their interests, fears, problems and capabilities, and outcomes
of the project. The analysis of the power of actors involves several tools. One of these tools is Social
Network Visualizer, which illustrates the power relations with the application of this software in the
form of a network of graphs. Accordingly, four types of power can be formed:

Category 1: This category includes the macro level of urban management, which is at the highest
level of power compared to others with a centrality degree output of 37.

Second category: the middle level and micro level of urban management, respectively, with the
centrality degree output of 29 and 23.

Third category: design consultants, businesses and traders, local institutions and local residents with
a centrality degree output of 17, 17, 16 and 15.

Fourth category: Visitors and activists of the land market are respectively with grades 13 and 12.

Conclusion

Findings indicate that public participation in the planning process is drastically minimized and the
legitimacy of the projects which must come from the views of all actors, is reduced. Moreover, in the
enhancement quality of 17 shahrivar street project, conflicts have not already resolved and urban
development mechanism cannot respond appropriately to the raised demands and the current
unsatisfactory condition has provided the foundation in Tehran municipality to return to the previous
condition. Identifying the role and place of actors in urban development plans and analyzing the
interests of each, their degree of access to sources of power and a profound understanding of the
political, economic and social effects of their demands are the necessities of providing the interests of
actors in the process of preparing and implementing urban development projects. Through systematic
analysis of the numerous interests of actors, steps have to be taken to reconcile the benefits and
reduce conflicts in order to increase the project feasibility. Therefore, in reviewing the 17 st. project,
urban management should change its attitude toward the following items:

Recognizing all interest groups with an emphasis on local residents and businesses Conduct non-
polling meetings and receive claims from beneficiary groups and re-plan the plan for the
improvement of living qualities.

The use of innovative methods and, ultimately, the design of a win-win strategy to reduce the
conflicts.

Timely and organized broadcast of the decisions made and winning back local resident’s trust in
urban management.

Keywords: Power, Participation, Planning Theory, Network society, 17 shahrivar street .



References

Allen, B. (1998). Foucault and modern political philosophies’ in J. Moss (Ed.) The Later
Foucault, London: Sage

Amin, A. and Hausner, J (1997). Interactive governance and social complexity’, in A. Amin and
J. Hausner (Eds) Beyond Market and Hierarchy, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar.

Amin, A. and Thrift, N. (1995) ‘Globalisation, institutional “thickness” and the local economy’,
in P. Healy, S. Cameron, S. Davoudi and S. Graham (Eds) Managing Cities, Chichester: Wiley.
Arendt, H.(1963) On Revolution, New York:Viking Press.

Arendt, H.(1968) Between Past and Future, New York:Viking Press

Bavand Counsaltants (2011), Quality enhancement of 17 shahrivar street project.

Bernstein, R. J. (1992)b. The New Constellation: The Ethical-Political Horizons of
Modernity/Postmodernity. Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press

Brenner, B. (2000/01). Stakeholder Management and Ecosystem Management: A Stakeholder
Analysis on the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. MBA Thesis Department of
Environmental

Carleheden, M. and Rene, G.( 1996). An Interview with Jurgen Habermas. Theory, Culture and
Society 13 (3):1-18

Dahl, R. (1957). "The Concept Of Power." Behavioral Science (2).

Dehaghani, M. and Basirat, M. (2016). A Game Theory Approach to the Analysis of Urban
Power Games: Analysis of Construction Building Processes in Tehran Metropolis, Honar-
HayeZiba, (21) 1, PP. 91-100

Ewald, F. (1992) ‘A power without an exterior’, in T. Armstrong (Ed.) Michel Foucault,
Philosopher; New York: Routledge.

Fischer, F. and Forester, J. (Eds) (1993) “The Argumentative Turn in Policy Analysis and
Planning”. UCL Press Ltd.

Fontana, A. and Pasquino, P. (1991). “Truth and Power”, an interview with Foucault, in
P.Rabinow (Ed.) The Foucault Reader, London: Penguin.

Forester, J. (1989). Planning in the face of power. Berkeley: University of California Press
Foucault, M. (1977). Discipline and punish:the birth of prison. New York: Pantheon books 17.
Foucault, M. (1980). Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other Writings. New York:
Pantheon books

Foucault, M. (1981). Omnes et singulation: towards a criticism of “political reason, in M.
McMurrin (Ed) Tanner Lectures on Human Values, Vol.ll, Salt Lake City: University of Utah
Press.

Foucault, M. (1982). The subject and power. Critical Inquiry 8 (4), PP. 777-795.

Foucault, M. (1990). The History of Sexuality. Volume 1: an Introduction. London: Penguin 21.
Fox, C. J. and Miller, H. T. (1995) Postmodern Public Administration; Towards Discourse.
London: Sage Publication.



Friedman, J. (1987) Planning in the Public Domain from Knowledge to Action, Princeton:
Princeton University Press.

Golzari O. N. and Houdsony, H. (2015). Actors conflict management in the process of of
preparing and implementing urban development plans. Tehran urban research and planning
system. Report No. 329.

Gordon, C. (Ed.) (1980). Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other Writings 1972-1977,
Michel Foucault. Brighton: Harvester Press.

Frickel, S., and Gross, N, (2005). A General Theory of Scientific/Intellectual Movements.
American Sociological Review, 70 (2): 204-232.

Haber, H. F. (1994). Beyond Postmodern Politics: Lyotard, Rotry, Foucault. London: Routledge.
Habermas, J. (1974). Theory of Practice, Boston: Beacon Press.

Habermas, J. (1976). Legitimation Crisis. London: Heinemann.

Habermas, J. (1979). Communication and the Evolution of Society (trans T. McCarthy)
Cambridge: MIT Press

Habermas, J (1983) Hannah Arendt and the concept of power’, in J.Habermas
PhilosophicalPolitical Profiles, Cambridge: MIT Press

Habermas, J. (1987) The Philosophical Discourse of Modernity. Cambridge: Polity press.
Translated by Frederick Lawrence

Habermas, J. (1990) Moral Consciousness and Communicative Action, Cambridge: MIT Press
Hacking 1. (1986) Making up people. In Reconstructing Individualism: Autonomy, Individuality,
and the Self in Western Thought. (Heller T.C., Sosna M. & Wellbery D., eds), Stanford
University Press, Stanford, CA.

Healey, P. (1994).Developments plans: new approaches to making frameworks for land use
regulation, European Planning studies, 2, PP.39-57.

Healey, P. (1997).Collaborative Planning: Shaping Places in Fragmented Societies, Vancouver:
UBC Press.

Hillier, J. (1993).To boldly go where no planners ever..., Environment and Planning D: Society
and Space, 11, PP. 89-113.

Hillier, J. (2002). Shadows of power: an allegory of prudence in land-use planning. Trans; Kamal
Pouladi (2015). Tehran: Iranian society of consulting.

Jameson, F. (1991) Postmodernism, or the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism, London: Verso
Marsh, J. (2000) ‘What is critical about critical theory?; in L. Hahn (Ed.) Perspectives on
Habermas, Chicago: Open Court.

Miller, J. (1993) The Passion of Michel Foucault, New York: Simon and Schuster.

Mitchell, R., Bradley R. A. , and Donna W. (1977) Toward a Theory of stakeholder
Identification and Salience: Defining The Principle of Who And What Really Counts. Academy
of Management Review 22 (4): 853-886.



Oelschlaeger, M. (2000) ‘Habermas in the “wild, wild west”’, in L. Hahn (ed.) Perspectives on
Habermas, Chicago: Open Court .

Passerin d’Entreves, M. (1992) ‘Hannah Arendt and the idea if citizenship’ in C. Mouffe (Ed.)
Dimensions of Radical Democracy, London, Verso.

Peace, A. (1993) Environmental protest, bureaucratic closure: the politics of discourse in rural
Ireland, in K. Milton (Ed.) Environmenlalism: The View from Anthropology. London: Routledge
Pfeffer, J (1981). Power in organizations. Marshfield, MA: Pitman

Rabinow, P. (1984). The Foucault Reader, New York: Pantheon

Richardson, T. (1996). Foucauldian Discourse: Power and Truth in Urban and Regional Policy
Making, European Planning Studies, Vol.4, No.3.

Sarkheyli, E., Rafieian, M. and Taghvaee, A.A (2017). Review the Conflict Management Pattern
of Beneficiaries and Influentials in Megaprojects of Mashhad City. Geography and Development
Iranian Journal (14) 45. PP.141-158.

Suchman, M C. 1995. "Managing legitimacy: Strategic and institutional approaches." Academy
of Management Review, (20): 571-610.

Ter borg, E. and Dijkink, G (1995). Naturalising choices and neutralising voices? Discourse on
urban development in two cities, Urban Studies, 32 PP. 49-67 51. Weber, M. (1947). The theory
of social and economic organisation. New York: Free Press.



